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David got out of the bus and stepped onto the luscious green grass, owned by the
Bank of Martha’s Vineyard Farm. He was standing on the hill, where all the cars were
parked, looking down on the massive corn maze in the shape of a dollar symbol.
Unfortunately the overhead view was a teaser, since the walls of the corn maze were so
tall that even looking down on it no advantage could be gained.

He ran down the hill to the entrance of the maze and went up to the registration
desk, panting.

“Could I try out the maze?”

“Sure,” said the man at the desk, “it’s a ten dollar entrance fee.” David got out his
wallet and handed the man a twenty,

“Here. By the way, is there any reward?” The man gave him his change and then
said, gesturing towards the entrance,

“Why don’t you answer all the questions correctly and see?”

“*Questions?”

“You’ll understand once you get to the first intersection.”

“Uhmm, OK, thanks, I guess.” David passed the desk and entered the corn maze,
which he judged was at least a mile from start to finish.

The single trail winded for a little while, and then he came around a corner and
found himself facing a forked path. In the middle of the intersection was a sign, with the
following question, along with three choices of answers.

“What is the main reason for banks? A) They provide food and shelter for the
poor. B) They collect taxes for the government. C) They provide a safe place for people
to store their money where it’s interest should keep up with inflation.”

David chose C immediately, and at the bottom of the page it said: if you chose A,
take the left path, if B, the middle path, and if C, the right path. He took the right-hand
path and delved deeper into the maze. A few intersections, where you could go right or
left, there were no questions, but he soon found another forked path.

“How do banks give you interest? A) They receive bonuses from the government,
B) They invest your money in the stock market. C) They tax their newer members to pay
for their older members.” This one took David a little longer, since he couldn’t decide on
B or C, before he remembered the story about a rich investor who ran something called a
@4 scheme where he gave his old clients amazing interest by stealing from his newer
chents and sending them false reports. Since C was obviously illegal according to the
news article where the rich investor ended up in prison, fined for everything he owned, B
could be the only answer.

He took the middle path and nearly instantly came to another one.

“What do banks do for their community? A) Enrich the people who invest in their
bank. B) Donate money to some local public projects. C) Both of the above.” David
chose C for the second time, but this time was directed to the left hand path. The sun had
reached it’s zenith and was crossing over to the afternoon when he reached the fourth
path crossing, only this time there were four options.

“Why do people need banks? A) So that they do not need to work. B) So they can
avoid taxes. C) So they can invest with people who are always right. D) So they have a
safe place for their money and a way to keep up with inflation.” David had to think a
while about that one as well, but eventually decided on D, hoping he was right.
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He walked down the far, right-hand path and went around a long curve where he
took a right at a split path where there were no questions. He came around a final comner
and found himself confronted with a small, metal box with a miniature bank security
door. On it was a small envelope.
“Hello lucky winner! Congratulations! You have completed the maze by correctly
answering the bank related questions. Enter the following code and you will be rewarded

with a $200 savings bond.” David entered the four digit code, took out the bond, and then
walked past the box and took a left, which took him out of the maze and into the sunlight.
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