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VINEYARD 
AUTO 

SCHOOL
508-696-3748

H.N.  
Hinckley

& Sons, Inc
ACE Hardware

Beach Rd.,Vineyard Haven 
508-693-0075

 

Mon.–Fri., 7:30am–5pm 
Sat., 8am–12noon

Old Stage Road,  across from  
Takemmy Farm in West Tisbury 

508-693-5975 or 508-693-0025

EXCAVATIONJOHN KEENE

It’s between  
you and us – 
we promise!

Family Planning of MV   
517 State Road, VH • 508-693-1208 

friendsoffamilyplanning.org

PRIVATE!  Island Alpaca Co.

1 Head of the Pond Rd. 508-693-5554

GIFT SHOP 
OPEN DAILY

Banking that’s 
Vineyard Sound

508.627.4266 
www.mvbank.com

Member FDIC • Member DIF

GeorGe B. Brush

Attorney at Law
459 State Road, 
West Tisbury

508-693-7733

martha’s vineyard  
insurance 

508-693-2800 
mvinsurance.com 

Vineyard Haven  • Edgartown  •
• Oak Bluffs 

George A.  
Santos, Jr. O.D.

Adult & Children 
Vision Care,  

Vision Therapy 
Contact Lenses

638 Main St., Vineyard Haven

508-693-7222

Martha’s Vineyard  
M U S E U M

59 School St., Edgartown

508-627-4441    www.mvmuseum.org

 E x p l o r i n g 

I s l a n d 

 H i s t o r y

4 State Rd, VH · 508 693 0803  
educompmv.com

Computer Sales & Service  
Office & Art Supplies  

& More

BY AUGUST WELLES

The Massachusetts gu-
bernatorial elections 
are coming up and The 

League of Women Voters 
of Massachusetts (LWV-
MA) has given high school 
students the opportunity 
to show the next governor 
what is important to them 
in a two-minute video con-
test. Sophomores Oshan-
tay Waite and Jake Paglic-
cia seized this opportunity, 
creating the video, “Yes We 
Are the Future: With Some 
Help It Can Be Better.”

Oshantay’s passion for 
helping her peers is what 
drove her to take the time 
to enter the contest. Her 
video focused on setting up 
places in the community 
where students can get help 
and hone their expertise on 
subjects they are already 
interested in. Oshantay 

said, “One existing place 
that helps people develop 
their skills on this Island is 
Alex’s Place at the YMCA. 
They have many different 
programs and clubs being 
offered to the community, 
but not a lot of people 
take advantage of it.”

Alex’s Place at the YMCA 
grants many opportunities to 
students who would like to 
pursue a variety of subjects 
such as guitar lessons, digital 
connectors, and magazine 
clubs. Oshantay hopes to 
bring light to the venue and 
with the governor’s help 
spread the idea to the rest 
of the Commonwealth.

Many students are un-
aware of the opportunities 
places like the YMCA offer. 
Oshantay and Jake believe 
establishments like Alex’s 
Place should be utilized 
more. “A lot of people would 
be grateful and happy for a 

facility if they knew about 
it,” said Oshantay. “We all 
have different skills that we 
like to become better at.” 

Jake helped Oshantay 
with the filming and 
editing of the video. They 
finished a product they 
were proud of. Jake said, 
“I had a lot of fun on this 
project and I hope the future 
governor likes the video.” 

This contest brought 
out the creativity of young 
minds who want to make 
a difference. No winners 
have been announced yet, 
but they are optimistic. 
Oshantay’s mission was to 
help students have more 
faith in themselves and 
the future. She hopes to 
show the governor and her 
peers that students have 
plenty of potential and are 
eager to take advantage 
of the opportunities 
around them. HSV

BY GALEN MAYHEW

Souls and the poets who 
own them listened intent-
ly to readers at the Gay 

Straight Alliance (GSA) cof-
feehouse. Held this past Sat-
urday evening at Alex’s Place 
at the YMCA, the event was 
hosted by members of the re-
gional high school’s GSA club 
and included original poetry 
readings, singing, and story-
telling. Its aim was to increase 
awareness and spread toler-
ance. All proceeds from the 
event went to the GSA club.

Said junior and club mem-
ber Amanda Barbosa, “I had a 
great time. Even with the small 
number of performers, there 
was still a tremendous amount 
of talent within the poetry, im-
prov, and singing. I’m glad to 
see people are supporting the 
LGBTQA community. I hope 
to see more people performing 
and watching next year.”

Sophomore Penelope 
Dutton agreed with Amanda. 
She said,  “I thought the 

experience was great 
because of the support. It’s 
always important to have 
people backing you up and 

supporting you for who you 
are, no matter what. That’s 
what I think is so great about 
the GSA club. No matter who 

you are or who you love, you’re 
accepted, and I think everyone 
needs to have that kind of love 
behind them.”  HSV
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Words take flight as poets speak
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Senior Mark Turner donates blood at the regional high school blood drive on April Fools’ Day with 
the assistance of nurse Vickie Jones. Mark was one of 27 students to donate that day.
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BY AUGUST WELLES

High school students set 
a new record for the 
amount of blood do-

nated, with a total of 59 
pints, at blood drives this 
year, according to history 
teacher Olsen Houghton. 
At this month’s drive, 27 
students donated blood.

On April Fools’ Day, 
workers from the American 
Red Cross set up in the Per-
forming Arts Center’s lobby 
where students had the op-
portunity to donate blood. 

“It’s a great move for the 
Red Cross to tap into the 
high school population,” 
said Mr. Houghton.

Senior Sam Permar, who 
donated blood, said, “It was 
satisfying to literally give a 
part of myself to someone 
else.”

A week prior to the blood 
drive, student council mem-
bers facilitated a sign-up 

for the big day. Although 
the sign-up sheets filled up, 
many students could not 
pass the screening due to 
sports. 

Junior Russell Shapiro, a 
member of the sailing team, 
said, “It was disappoint-
ing not to be able to give 
to such a great cause, as it’s 
clear how big a difference 
giving blood makes. Unfor-
tunately on that day we had 
a regatta which could not 
be missed. I hope to have 
the opportunity in the fu-
ture to donate my blood to 
the Red Cross.”

Blood donations are a 
never-ending need. Sopho-
more Hadley Chapman, who 
did get the chance to donate, 
said, “I am really glad I could 
help out and that I had the 
opportunity to. I think the 
Red Cross is such a great, 
important organization that 
does so much for so many 
people.” HSV

Blood flowed on 
April Fools’ Day

Sophomores create the two-minute future

Freshmen  
Eva Wilson  
and Kayla Jones 
read a poem  
at the Gay 
Straight 
Alliance (GSA) 
coffeehouse  
last Saturday.


