
111R Edgartown Vineyard Haven Road, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

P 508.696.7171     F 508.696.6806   www.ymcamv.org 

This edition of Community Health  
recognizes our partner in creating  

strong families, Neon Gold Records. 
 

WE’RE FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 

SUMMER EVENTS 
BENEFIT EVERYONE 

COMMUNITY HEALTH 
The YMCA of Martha’s Vineyard is a non-profit, cause-driven, charitable organization that relies on the generous support of friends like you. 

DON’T MISS THE SUMMER’S HOTTEST EVENT 
TO BENEFIT OUR COMMUNITY! 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW  
$35  In advance / $40 Day of Show 

July 2015 

Benefit events are a fun way to 
heat up the summer and support 
your community! 

  
 Summer is officially here! That means it’s time again 
for sizzling summer events. Many Island organizations 
hold their main benefit events during the summer when 
the population is at an all-time high. This brings the 
largest possibility of ticket sales, which benefit a year-
round cause. And though attendance may be high, it’s 
likely that some patrons of these events don’t realize the 
larger impact these events have on our  community. 

On July 3, 2015, the Y will hold its 5th annual    
benefit event concert, Stars +  Stripes Festival. This  
is the Y’s largest benefit event supporting our annual 
programs. Funds raised through this event support    
financial assistance for membership and programing,   
allowing the YMCA of Martha’s Vineyard to serve      
deserving children and families who may not be able to 
pay for essential Y services. Children learn to swim,   
attend after-school or childcare programs, go to summer 
camp, make friends and memories under the supervision 
and mentoring of professional staff.  Year-round  health 
and wellness activities are available for all ages - a vital 
need in our community.  

Stars + Stripes Festival founders Derek Davies 
and Lizzy Plapinger of Neon Gold Records share their 
excitement for this year’s event, “possibly the best one 
yet,” as they put it. “This year we’re blessed with four 
amazing bands each worthy of topping the  
marquee in their own right. We are so grateful for the 
joy and relationships that the Island’s afforded us, from 
our summers growing up on the Island to the present 
day, and we feel lucky and honored to find ourselves in a 
position to support the community through a celebration 
of our passion for music. By   raising much needed funds 
for the YMCA of Martha’s Vineyard that does so much 
for the local year round population, we hope to take 
steps towards giving back to the Island that’s given us 
so much and hope you’ll join us in this pursuit.”   

 Last year, Stars + Stripes sold out and raised over 
$100,000 for the YMCA. This year we hope to do that 
and more. Our goal for 2015 is to raise $150,000. Help 
from our amazing sponsors (including Neon Gold       
Records, Flatbread Company, Beach Plum Inn and Food, 
Offshore Ale, Our Market, Lululemon and 80 family  
sponsors), ensure that 100% of the proceeds go directly 
to the Y. And Neon Gold Records has helped bring some 
amazing talent to the stage, and this year we’ve got a 
line-up that’s sure to make this year’s  Stars + Stripes 
the best one yet. 

 

ALL- STAR LINEUP 
 

WALK THE MOON  
We’re welcoming back Stars + Stripes 2013 headliners 
Walk The Moon, who are currently riding high on the Hot 
100 with the crossover hit of the summer with "Shut Up 
And Dance.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
ASTR  
We're pleased to welcome a brand new face at Stars + 
Stripes, NYC's ASTR, who are sure to heat up the dance 
floor in the direct support slot.  

  

 
ALEX WINSTON  
Neon Gold’s golden girl, Alex Winston, who first graced 
the Stars +Stripes stage in 2012, is back to knock the 
socks off our audience with her irresistible brand of  
potent indie-pop!   

 
SANTAH  
Chicago’s Santah is another new face at Stars + Stripes, 
debuting their effervescent indie style with a crisp and 
refreshing blend of summery Americana to round out the 
bill. 

 

ISLAND TEENS TAKE THE STAGE 
 

Two local teens from Alex’s Place will have the          
opportunity of a lifetime, to open for their heroes and 
inspirations to start the night. 
 
 

Leah Hairston  
 

Leah Hairston is 12 years old, heading into her 7th 
grade year at the Oak Bluffs School. She has displayed 
her vocal and guitar-playing talent on school stages, and 
most recently blew an audience away with her rendition 
of “House of the Rising Sun” during an evening of music 
at Alex’s Place at the YMCA of Martha’s Vineyard. Her 
age becomes irrelevant when her voice is raised 
in song; she has joyful confidence and vocal    control. 
Her musical career is building momentum; she is one to 
watch. She enjoys singing,  acting, dancing, and playing 
basketball and soccer.   
 

Robert Hanjian  
Robert Hanjian is a recent graduate from the Oak 

Bluffs School 8th grade. Drumming since he was 2 
(luckily his family moved to a house in the woods!),   
Robert has grown into a multi- instrumentalist, vocalist, 
and song- writer who has been writing his own lyrics and 
music since age 10! He has been singled out as someone 
with star quality, and has been building his musical    
resume opening for local and national acts at Alex’s 
Place at the YMCA of  Martha’s Vineyard, opening for 
local and national acts at Alex’s Place at the YMCA of 
Martha’s Vineyard.   

 
 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

Summer Session I Program Dates:  
June 29-July 25 

 

 

Weekly Summer Events: 
 

WIMP Comedy Improv  
Thursdays July 2– Aug 20, Alex’s Place, 8pm 

 

Community Open Stage 
 Fridays July 24– Sept 4, Alex’s Place, 8pm 

 
 

6/29 Camp Terra Mare:  
Stars + Stripes Week 

 

7/3: Stars & Stripes Festival 
 Flatbread Co. 7pm–LATE, 21 + Show 
 

7/13-24: Member Summer II Program  
Registration 

 

7/6-10: Youth Basketball Clinic, Session I 
Ages 8-12, M-F, 9am-11am 

 

7/6-10: Camp Terra Mare:  
 Camp Terra Mare’s Got Talent Week 
 

7/13-24: Public Summer Session II  
Program Registration 

 

7/13-17: Camp Terra Mare:  
 The Awesome Outdoors Week 
 

7/17: Dana Williams in Concert, 8pm 
 Alex’s Place, Advance $15, DOS $20 
 

7/20-24: Camp Terra Mare:  
 Be You, Be Super! Week 
 

7/27-31: Youth Basketball Clinic, Ages 8-12 
 M-F, 10am-12pm 
 

7/27: Summer Session II Starts 
 Session Dates: 7/27– 8/22 
 

7/28-8/1: Camp Terra Mare:  
  Pirates of the Terra Mare Week 

 

 
 
 
 

View our program guide and calendar 
of events at www.ymcamv.org! 

 

Walk The Moon performs at Stars + Stripes in 2013. 


