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Budding diplomats from 
the regional high school’s 
Model United Nations 

club spent the past week 
experiencing the real world 
of politics. Fifteen students 
and three faculty advisors 
traveled to the annual 
National High School Model 
United Nations (NHSMUN) 
conference in New York City. 
The event was held in the 
Midtown Hilton Hotel, and 
over 3,800 students from 
29 states and 35 countries 
attended.

Senior Samantha Hargy 
joined the high school’s 
Model U.N. team for the 
first time this year. “I joined 
Model U.N. because next year 
in college, I want to study 
international relations, and 
I thought it would be a good 
way to expose myself to the 
topic before going to college,” 
she said. “It was definitely 
overwhelming — I didn’t 
know what to expect. But 
after learning that it was so 
many other people’s first year, 
and watching them speak, it 
gave me a lot of confidence 
to make a difference in my 
committee sessions.” 

There are over 30 
different committees 
that a delegate, a student 
attending the NHSMUN, 
can choose from. Each 
committee is made up of 
one or two delegates and is 
given a couple of different 
topics to debate at the 
conference. Samantha and 
her committee partner, 
junior Tessa Whitaker, were 
part of the Organization 
of American States (OAS) 
committee, and debated 
access to potable water. 
Sam said, “I think it was 
an awesome experience. I 
definitely learned a lot about 
my topic and about my 
partner’s topic through the 
conference and research.”

Junior Ellie Hanjian 
was on the Commission 
on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice (CCPCJ), 
and debated drug trafficking 
on the Darknet, a computer 
network with restricted 
access that is used chiefly 
for illegal peer-to-peer file 
sharing. 

Ellie has been a part 
of Model U.N. since her 
freshman year, and is now 
the club’s student leader. 
“The biggest takeaway I get 
out of Model U.N. is the 

educational aspect. Had 
I not been doing Model 
U.N., I would not know so 
much about these topics. I 
wouldn’t have known about 
microfinance  and the issues 
of judicial integrity and 

corruption,” Ellie said.
Throughout the 

conference, delegates are 
introduced to many new 
concepts. Junior Nayson 
Peres said, “Overall, 
diplomacy was the biggest 
thing I was introduced to. 
The process of diplomacy 

was the highlight of this 
trip. The information 
was overwhelming and 
a lot to take in, but I was 
comfortable with it by the 
second session.” 

Junior Paulo Pereira found 

being in one of the biggest 
committees, with close 
to 300 delegates, difficult 
at times. “It was a huge 
committee, and I felt like 
it was difficult to get your 
ideas out there because it 
was my first time and I 
didn’t know how to put my 

ideas out there or what to do. 
I feel like a big committee is 
more for experienced people 
who know how to run a 
block and take command.”

For the closing ceremonies, 
the delegates get to visit 
the real United Nations 
Headquarters and sit in the 
seats where real resolutions 
are passed. Nayson said, 

“I was amazed when I saw 
the podium that I have seen 
world leaders speak behind 
in videos. We sat in seats 
where world leaders actually 
sit. It was just crazy and so 
cool to be there.”

Faculty advisor Cindy 
West has been involved with 

Model U.N. since she started 
teaching. She said, “I’d 
always been interested in 
international affairs because 
of my job as a Spanish 
teacher and all the traveling 
I’ve done.” 

Faculty advisor Erin 
Slossberg said, “This was 
my first time attending the 
conference. It was a great 

experience. It really took 
attending the conference to 
be able to understand the 
full inner workings of the 
various committees and the 
large amount of work that 
the students have to do in 
order to prepare and put in 
while they’re there.” HSV
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Delegates take a bite of the Big Apple

E  C: Christopher Aring, Olivia Jacobs, Kaela Vecchia-Zeitz    •   A E I C: Casey McAndrews, Zachary Bresnick   •   A E: Sophie Bonneau W E Jack Davin
P E: Molly Houghton   •   A P E: Elizabeth Dourian   •   M A: Sophie Bonneau   •   F A: Dan Sharkovitz

BY KAELA VECHIA-ZEITZ

Once the applause slow-
ly faded out, a moment 
of awkward silence was 

filled with a sincere, “That 
song’s all about New York 
City, and I just realized while 
singing it, that I’ll be headed 
off there tomorrow,” from se-
nior Nate D’Angelo.

An enthusiastic group of 
about 100 family, friends, 
and acquaintances gathered 
last Wednesday, March 2, 
at the Ritz in Oak Bluffs to 
help high school senior Nate 
D’Angelo celebrate the release 
of his latest CD, “Lullabies for 
Restless Types.” 

He’s already taken off on 
his tour, driving the southern 

route to California. 
Nate started writing songs 

when he was in middle 
school. He said, “I’ve always 
been a writer, always been 
writing things. So when I 
started playing guitar, it 
was a natural transition. I 
always took my music seri-
ously. It just took a while 
for the songs to get decent. 
I’ve probably written at least 
350 songs by now. Getting a 
reaction is what makes it all 
worth it — people respond-
ing to the music.”

Senior and fellow musician 
Oshantay Waite said, “Nate’s 
music is very relatable — he 
always has a story to tell. I 
love all kinds of music. Even 
though I don’t listen to a lot 

of folk, I could listen to his 
music all day.”

Laurel Redington of 
MVYRadio and Alex’s Place 
has helped Nate throughout 
his growth as a musician. 

“Nate is on the right track, 
and will land where he 
wants to — it’s just who he 
is. He listens deeply to life, 
and through his music is 
able to unify and validate so 

much for all of us. So many 
people say music is the uni-
versal language, and, well, 
it’s Nate’s native tongue.”

“Lullabies for Restless 
Types” is influenced by Nate’s 
experiences, but also by the 
work of others. He said, 
“Ryan Adams, Josh Ritter, 
and Dawes have been re-
ally huge for me lately. I also 
listen to a lot of the greats — 
Dylan, the Band, Hendrix. 
The Counting Crows are my 
secret shame, but they have 
some pretty incredible lyrics.” 

Laurel said, “It was obvi-
ous to me from the very first 
time I heard lyrics from a 
13-year-old boy like ‘if you 
don’t inspect salt, it passes 
for sugar’ that Nate was not 
just a talented kid, but one 
with endless potential to be 
an important voice for his 

generation. He had all the 
raw materials — an intel-
ligent depth and grasp of 
language, a beautiful tone 
and vibrato to his voice, 
guitar courage and sensibili-
ties, fearlessness on stage, 
such an unflappable way 
of interacting humorously 
with the audience. We all 
knew he was unusual, and 
you just hoped he had the 
willingness to put the time 
into practice and develop 
his wings, and he did, and 
now he is ready to soar on 
his own.”

Nate’s hope throughout 
his trip is to spread his 
music, his message, and to 
see the country. He said, 
“Life is miserable. Kidding. 
I don’t know what my mes-
sage is. Honesty? Honesty 
is my message.” HSV

New music on the move

Left, sophomore Matthew Perzanowski and senior Iris Albert discuss being in the United Nations Headquarters. Right, Iris Albert, 
Samantha Hargy, Sophia McCaron, Matthew Perzanowski, Tessa Whitaker, Zachary Bresnick, Ellie Hanjian, Hadley Chapman, and 
Danielle Hopkins hold up their El Salvador placards in the Midtown Hilton Hotel.

PHOTOS BY SOPHIA MCCARRON 

Senior Nate D’Angelo sings for a crowd of supporters at the 
Ritz last Wednesday, March 2. 
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Due to the efforts of community

members and students, the regional

high school lunch program will de-

but a variety of new meals this

spring.
Last week, two local caterers from

the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s

Chefs Move to Schools program vis-

ited the high school to offer a sam-

pling of fish tacos and sweet pota-

toes. These caterers, Jaime Hamlin

and Jan Buhrman, have both been

working with the high school's Well-

ness Committee and lunch contract

to bring more nutritious and great-

tasting meals to the cafeteria.

“Kids are offered samples, they

vote, and if a great majority love it,

we create a large recipe to put on

the school lunch menu,” said Ms.

Buhrman.
Founded in May 2010, the Chefs

Move to Schools program is part of

First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s

Move! initiative, which aims to solve

the childhood obesity epidemic

within a generation. 

“We’ve seen a lot of frozen and

processed foods work their way into

school lunches and we are trying to

change that, said Ms. Buhrman. “In

the last year, a lot has changed al-

ready because [director of dining

services] Leslie Floyd is so commit-

ted to adding fresh, local foods to

the menu.”
Ms. Floyd has worked to improve

the meal options offered at the

school. “It’s always a challenge get-

ting kids to try new things, but usu-

ally by the second or third time we

try something new, it catches on,”

she said.

This June, the culinary depart-

ment will host a competition, fund-

ed by the Martha’s Vineyard Savings

Bank, in which students will submit

their own recipes for meal ideas.

Samples will be given out at lunch

for students to judge, and two win-

ning recipes will be served on the

lunch menu before the end of the

school year.

“All of the meals have to meet

strict nutritional standards, so it’s a

great way to get the students more

aware of what’s in their food,” said

vocational director Jeff Rothwell.

Mr. Rothwell has encouraged culi-

nary students to participate in the

competition.

“The fish tacos I tried were deli-

cious,” said sophomore Nathaniel

Horwitz. “If the lunch program

wants to offer more food like that,

I’ll be more than willing to try it.”
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By the end of the Minnesingers’

performance two-hour performance

last weekend, the student “saints”

of the first half of the show had be-

come a group of “sinners.” Their

transformation highlighted the the-

matic contrasts of the

high school Min-

nesingers’ 45th annu-

al spring performance,

“Saints and Sinners.”

The show was divid-

ed into two parts. The

first featured a saintly

program of choral

arrangements from

around the world, in-

cluding traditional

pieces from England,

Lithuania, and Den-

mark. The next portion

of the show spotlighted

the sinful sides of the

performers through

songs and dances that

portrayed the seven

deadly sins: wrath,

gluttony, envy, greed,

lust, sloth, and pride. 

“It’s always wonderful to see them

grow and watch them mature and

take on leadership roles,” said Min-

nesingers director Janis Wightman.

“While I was putting the program to-

gether, I wanted to raise the bar and

help them challenge themselves.”

The singers recognized these chal-

lenges as well as their achieve-

ments. 
Junior Taylor McNeely said, “See-

ing as how we have a lot of new peo-

ple this year, I was really pleased

with how it all turned out. It was

cool how we were all able to come

together and pull it off.” 

Junior Samantha Chaves agreed.

“During the dress rehearsal before

the show, we were kind of worried

that we wouldn’t

pull through. But

we did and it felt

amazing,” she said.

For the dance

portion of the

show, Ms. Wight-

man was open to

suggestions from

the students. They

chose songs that

were less tradition-

al and more mod-

ern, including “The

Lazy Song” to rep-

resent sloth, “Gold

Digger” to exhibit

greed, and “Canni-

bal” to convey glut-

tony. Several pieces

featured soloists –

including senior

Amalie Tinus’s ren-

dition of “Rollin’ in the Deep” and

senior Anna Yukevich’s perform-

ance of “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best

Friend.”
The audiences for both shows en-

joyed the students’ performances.

Audience member, junior Brad

Segel said, “It was very good. I know

some of the people who were in it,

so I know how much hard work

they did, especially in the past cou-

ple of weeks.”

Biology teacher John Nelson said,

“The Minnesingers bring joy to our

great school and the wonderful Is-

land community. They give an op-

portunity for musically talented stu-

dents to shine and glow here on our

beautiful Island.”

As the curtain fell, the current

year of Minnesingers drew to a

close. 
“The year went by so fast,” said

Taylor McNeely. “I’m glad I have an-

other year. I’ll miss the seniors who

are leaving, but I’m excited to see

the new group that will come up

next year.” 

Ms. Wightman said, “From the

kids to the adults involved, my ex-

pectations were met and surpassed.

It was an amazing team effort.” 

Minnesingers dazzle audiences
This summer, a handful of stu-

dents from the regional high school

will be spending their days on the

playing field as they fulfill their

summer internships with the

Sharks, Martha’s Vineyard’s colle-

giate baseball team. This is the sec-

ond year that the Sharks have of-

fered this internship to high school

students who seek experience in

sports management. 

According to business and sports

management teacher Josh Bur-

goyne, the internship will entail a

variety of responsibilities and expe-

riences. “It covers a lot of aspects,”

he said. “They could be doing any-

thing from cooking burgers, to tak-

ing inventory, to dressing up as the

mascot. The wide range of tasks

makes for good experience in busi-

ness.” 
In addition to these responsibili-

ties, the interns will be involved in

marketing and community relations

for the Sharks. They will also be

given the opportunity to work

alongside the Sharks’ administra-

tive team in order to execute an op-

erational plan for the season.

Jerry Murphy, the general man-

ager for the sports team, came to

the regional high school last Mon-

day to talk with Mr. Burgoyne’s

sports management class and in-

form students of the employment

opportunity. Junior Sean McAn-

drews, a hopeful applicant, said, “It

definitely inspired me to apply. If

I’m an intern this summer, it will be

great professional experience that

will give me a good background for

what I want to do with my life.”

Junior Brendan Maseda interned

for the Sharks last year. His duties

included keeping score online and

showing up several hours prior to

the first pitch to set up. “I did it as

my second job, and it can be hard

work,” he said. “I did it because it

might be something I pursue in col-

lege. But more than anything, I did

it for my love of the game.” 

By Lily Bick

By Marc Natichioni

Interns play ball

PHOTO BY TRUDA SILBERSTEIN

The Minnesingers perform the song “Gold Digger,” 

originally recorded by Kanye West. 

Since this is our last issue, we

would like to take this opportunity

to extend our deepest gratitude to

all who have helped and supported

us with The High School View this

year. To The Martha’s Vineyard

Times, thank you for continuing to

accommodate and sponsor this re-

source for students interested in

journalism. Thanks to Jim Osborn

for helping us put The View togeth-

er, to Susie Safford for answering all

of our questions, and to Doug

Cabral for generously making space

available for us in The Times every

week. To the faculty and students

at the regional high school, thank

you for providing us with article

ideas, interviews, and constructive

feedback. We would especially like

to thank all of the students who

contributed to The View this year —

from mastheads and articles to

headlines and photo captions, your

talent and hard work allowed us to

win First Place in the All-New Eng-

land category from the New Eng-

land Scholastic Press Association.

To our brilliant faculty advisor, Dan

Sharkovitz, thank you for providing

us with the endless support, advice,

and humor we needed to achieve

our best. Finally, to all of our read-

ers, thank you for giving meaning to

our efforts — this paper is for you.

Thank you.

BY THORPE KARABEES

Thank you

Students judge new menu options

By Eva Faber

By Warren Gowell and 

EmmaJean Holley
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