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BY EMILY GAZZANIGA  

AND ASTORIA HALL

O
nly eight percent of the 

30 million tons of plas-

tic discarded in the U.S. 

every year is recycled. Many 

Martha’s Vineyard Regional 

High School (MVRHS) stu-

dents are among the 92 per-

cent of people who don’t re-

cycle. But why is this the 

case? With blue and green 

recycling bins occupying ev-

ery classroom, hallway, and 

in the cafeteria,  students and 

faculty alike have the oppor-

tunity to toss their recyclable 

products in the correct bin.

“You can preach to stu-

dents about recycling all day,” 

said senior Maya Costello, 

“but there should be more 

talk about the implications of 

not recycling.” 

For the past few years, ru-

mors have spread like wild-

fire that the high school’s 

recycling is combined with 

trash, creating misconcep-

tions that have led to a grad-

ual decline in recycling in the 

school community.

The idea that MVRHS 

doesn’t recycle, however, has 

recently been debunked. 

Principal Sara Dingledy 

said, “The school absolutely 

recycles. Massachusetts state 

law dictates that recycling in 

public schools is mandatory.” 

Custodian Oliver Hughes 

explained that he takes the 

separate trash and recycling 

containers to designated 

bins outside the school. The 

recycling is then trans-

ported by Bruno’s Rolloff to 

the transfer station in Oak 

Bluffs, where it is sorted. It 

is imperative that the plas-

tics, paper, cardboard, and 

other recycling products 

are separate from any trash, 

otherwise they are deemed 

nonrecyclable.

Mr. Hughes said, “If I can, 

I’ll separate any recycling 

mixed in with the trash on 

the top of the bins, but we’re 

instructed not to go out of 

our way to sort the garbage.” 

After Bruno’s collects the 

recycling and brings it to the 

transfer station, it is loaded 

onto a trailer and sent to the 

E.L Harvey sorting facility in 

Westborough. E.L. Harvey, a 

single-stream waste removal 

company that accepts all re-

cyclable products as long as 

they are presorted, receives 

the recycling load and sorts it 

into the main groups of plas-

tic, glass, cardboard, and pa-

per pulp. Depending on the 

current market for recycling, 

the products are either sold 

or repurposed for future use. 

In previous years, social 

studies department chair 

Olsen Houghton and his 

leadership class handled the 

emptying of all the recy-

clables in the building. The 

student-sorted recycling 

would then be picked up by 

ABC Disposal Service and 

move through the Martha’s 

Vineyard Refuse Center in 

Edgartown before being 

transferred to the off-Island 

Casella Recycling Facility, 

where components such as 

paper, cardboard, plastic, 

metal, and glass were sorted 

using blowers and magnets.

While it has now been prov-

en that MVRHS does in fact 

recycle, the school communi-

ty still has a way to go before 

recycling becomes habitual. 

Many students and faculty 

agree that creating awareness 

around the importance of re-

cycling is the first step. While 

everyone is encouraged 

to recycle, many people 

are not aware of the 

importance of properly 

sorting their plastic and 

paper goods so they are 

able to be repurposed. 

Senior Max Smith 

said, “I don’t think it’s 

fair to generalize, but 

I think a lot of people 

are ignorant when it 

comes to climate change 

and what’s happening 

to our planet. They 

don’t realize how big of 

a difference recycling 

can make, and I think 

people all have this 

idea, kind of like voting, 

that one vote or one plastic 

bottle won’t make a differ-

ence. They figure, Why even 

bother?” 

Mr. Hughes said, “I think 

the reason students don’t 

always recycle is just igno-

rance, not apathy.”

Posters, locations of the 

bins, and informational as-

semblies are among some of 

the ideas for raising recycling 

awareness moving forward. 

Mr. Hughes said, “There 

should be an assembly at the 

start of school every year that 

incorporates what recycling 

is and what the green Bruno’s 

bins are for, making sure 

students know what prod-

ucts are actually recyclable. 

Peanut butter containers, for 

example, can almost never be 

recycled because the condi-

ment is so sticky.”

Kevin Crowell, a culinary 

instructor who mentioned 

his hopes to take over the 

cafeteria lunch program next 

year in a school committee 

meeting, believes the 

elimination of paper 

products to be incred-

ibly important: “We 

would definitely like 

to limit paper use next 

year, whether it be 

by washing reusable 

dishes or limiting pa-

per goods. That is one 

thing I would like to 

target right away.”

Junior Rose Herman 

said, “When you don’t 

see something hap-

pening right in front 

of you, it doesn’t seem 

real. We don’t see the 

direct effects of not 

recycling, and we don’t 

see the enormous amounts 

of pollution in the oceans; 

therefore, students don’t see 

the importance. In reality, it 

is more important than ever 

to recycle now.” HSV

BY SIMONE DAVIS  

AND SPENCER POGUE

E
very fall, anxious jit-

ter and excitement in the 

music department es-

calate as auditions for the 

Southeastern District Music 

Festival near. At auditions, 

students get the opportunity 

to present their choral or in-

strumental skills to a panel 

of judges, who then decide 

if they can be in this exclu-

sive festival. Four MVRHS 

students were accepted into 

the festival this year: seniors 

Christian Schmidt, Victoria 

Scott, and Josephine Orr, and 

junior Tripp Hopkins.

Many students from over 

80 schools in the district au-

dition, but only a small frac-

tion of them qualify. Students 

audition to be selected for the 

jazz ensemble, concert band, 

percussion ensemble, chorus, 

or orchestra. This November, 

the auditions took place at 

King Philip Regional High 

School in Wrentham, and 

the festival will be at Canton 

High School in January. 

Senior Victoria Scott has 

been accepted to perform at 

the festival as a violinist ev-

ery year beginning in ninth 

grade. She said, “I started 

learning my audition piece in 

June and worked on it both on 

my own and with my private 

teacher. Prior to the audition, 

I made sure to practice my 

piece, my three-octave scales, 

and my sight reading.” 

Her senior-year audition 

held special significance to 

her. “This year’s audition 

was especially meaningful 

to me because it was my last 

opportunity to participate 

in the festival. I’ve played in 

the festival orchestra for the 

last four years, and I wanted 

to make sure I could end my 

experience on a high note,” 

she said. “It’s the only oppor-

tunity I get to play in a full 

orchestra, so it’s something I 

look forward to.” 

This is senior Josephine 

Orr’s first year in Southeast, 

and she is the first female 

from MVRHS to make it into 

the chorus since 2014. She 

also received a recommenda-

tion for the prestigious All-

State Music Festival. 

She said, “I’m most look-

ing forward to meeting all 

of the musicians who are 

just as in love with music as 

I am. Learning and being 

around so many dedicated 

musicians sounds like a 

dream come true.” 

Senior Christian Schmidt, 

who was selected for the 

All-State Music Festival as 

a sophomore and was rec-

ommended again this year, 

attributed his success to his 

thorough methods of prepa-

ration: “The main prepara-

tion that goes into auditions 

is practicing the audition 

song. Since vocalists have to 

sing a chosen part of a four-

part choral work, I just make 

sure that I’m comfortable 

singing the song along with 

the other three parts.” 

Abigail Chandler, the choral 

teacher at MVRHS, couldn’t 

be more thrilled for these 

students: “The entire process 

is worthwhile. The hard work 

and focus it takes to get a piece 

ready for judging, the experi-

ence of the audition itself, 

putting yourself out there to 

be judged, can be really scary, 

and the reward of getting ac-

cepted, going to the festival, 

and experiencing hours-long 

rehearsals with 200 other 

dedicated, talented teenagers, 

is very rewarding.”  HSV
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THE LEGACY EDITION: Longtime teachers set to retire

BY ALEXIS CONDON 
AND SARA CREATO

Kya Seiman remembers 
a time in science class 
when Ms. Hermann 

wrinkled her water bottle 
by accident while drinking 
and then said she was try-
ing to be quiet like a horse. 
“She then explained to us 
how quietly horses drink,” 
said Kya, recalling science 
teacher Jacque-
line Hermann’s 
knowledge and 
humor. After 
35 years teach-
ing, Ms. Her-
mann is set to 
retire this June. 

“I will miss 
the looks on 
students’ faces 
when they are 
engaged and 
excited about 
what I’m say-
ing,” said Ms. 
Hermann. 
“And I’ll miss 
my colleagues 
— there’s an 
expert about 
everything in 
this building. I 
will also miss 
the subject 
matter that I teach.”

Ms. Hermann began her 
career in Greenfield, Mas-
sachusetts, where she taught 
for three years. When she 
came to the Island in 1984, 
she taught at the West Tis-
bury School for three years 
before accepting a job at the 
Martha’s Vineyard Regional 
High School (MVRHS), 
where she has worked in the 
science department for the 
last 29 years. 

From 2009 to 2018, she co-
ordinated the annual Science 
Fair and worked persistently 
to increase student participa-
tion over the years.

Science department chair 
Mike Joyce said, “I have al-
ways admired her work ethic, 

especially when it came to the 
Science Fair. Jackie put a lot 
of time and effort in to allow 
our participants to be com-
petitive at both the regional 
and state levels.”

As a teacher of earth sci-
ence, a core freshman class, 
Ms. Hermann has had the 
pleasure and responsibility 
of getting to know half of the 
students in each class that 
enters the regional. 

Sophomore Hope Bet-
tencourt enjoyed both Ms. 
Hermann and the material as 

a freshman. “She is one of my 
favorite teachers here, and I’ll 
miss seeing her in the halls 
everyday,” said Hope. “She 
intuitively knew when one 
of her students was having 
a hard time with a topic and 
was always willing to help 
them understand it.”

Sophomore Kate Howell 
was impressed by Ms. Her-
mann’s ability not only to 
entertain the class clown 
but also to gain respect 
from her lively ninth grad-
ers. “I remember one time 
Jackson Wojnowski was 
freestyling in the back of 
our classroom during group 
work and Ms. Hermann 
brought him to the front of 
the class so he could rap for 

us. We all started laughing 
when she started beatbox-
ing and hitting the walls for 
a beat,” she said.

Senior Sam Cranston, 
who plans to major in sci-
ence, first developed his 
passion in Ms. Hermann’s 
class. He said, “It was re-
freshing that she made the 
effort to keep her classes 
organized and taught with 
a no-nonsense attitude. Al-
though she seemed scary at 
first, by the end of the year 
I loved her and enjoyed her 

quirky sense 
of humor.”

    Ms. 
Hermann’s 
emphasis on 
the incorpora-
tion of joy into 
learning is 
deliberate — it 
is one of the 
most impor-
tant lessons 
she’s learned 
throughout 
her career. 
“Remember, 
a sense of 
humor can 
go a long way. 
Don’t take 
yourself too 
seriously. And 
be prepared,” 
she said.

As for what 
won’t be missed after retire-
ment, Ms. Hermann said, “I 
won’t miss taking work home 
every night and every week-
end, the faculty meetings, 
and the meetings with topics 
that just keep going ‘round 
and ‘round for 35 years.” 

Chemistry teacher Dr. 
Natalie Munn has worked 
with Ms. Hermann for over 
20 years. With teary eyes 
she said, “When I’m with 
[Jackie] in a faculty meet-
ing, and I’m thinking of 
something that needs to be 
said but not brave enough 
to say it myself, she’s always 
the person who will say it. 
She says what needs to be 
said. She’s fearless and a 
good-hearted soul.” HSV

BY THEO FAIRCHILD-
COPPOLETTI

Beloved English teacher 
David Wilson will be re-
tiring after 28 years of 

dedication at the Martha’s 
Vineyard Regional High 
School (MVRHS).

It was the youthful energy 
of students that first attracted 
Mr. Wilson to the job of 
teaching, and as his time at 
the high 
school comes 
to a close, 
that is still 
high on his 
list of what 
he most ap-
preciates. “I 
like the en-
thusiasm, the 
energy, the 
innocence 
and open-
ness to new 
things, the 
gratitude you 
get when you 
help people, 
and the sat-
isfaction you feel on the days 
where you feel like you’re 
making a difference,” he said.

Mr. Wilson has been 
involved in his students’ 
achievements outside of the 
classroom, too. He was a 
class advisor for two years, 
the Outing Club advisor for a 
year, and the newspaper co-
adviser for two years. He has 
been known also to bring his 
acting and singing ability to 
the stage as a cast member in 
many of the school’s plays.

But most notably, Mr. Wil-

son has enjoyed his role as a 
freshman teacher, as he feels 
they are particularly recep-
tive to assistance and sup-
port. “The upside of teaching 
freshmen is that they are able 
to be influenced positively, 
and I think they are more 
needful and appreciative of 
support,” Mr. Wilson said. 

Part of it too may be his 
own youthful spirit. “I’m 
occasionally a goofy person, 
and I seem to relate to the age 
of 14 very well,” he added. 

From a young age, Mr. 

Wilson was exposed to lit-
erature. “I was one of those 
fortunate children who was 
read to as a child,” he said. 
His mother worked and was 
often busy, so spent a lot of 
time with his grandmother, 
who introduced him to a 
variety of prolific authors. 
“She would talk to me when 
I was 10 or 12 years old and 
mention people like Oscar 
Wilde,” he said. “Frankly, I 
was kind of mystified by it.”

It was during his own high 
school experience that his 

interest in literature fully 
blossomed. “I found that 
during my sophomore year, 
my English class was sort of 
a transformative experience 
in that everything seemed 
to come together at that mo-
ment — my preparation, my 
strengths as a student, and 
the enrichment of my life and 
my grandmother all kind of 
clicked together,” said Mr. 
Wilson.

While the role of a 
teacher is, on the surface, 
understood my most to 

mean educat-
ing students, 
Mr. Wilson 
feels that as a 
teacher he has 
learned valu-
able lessons 
in return. For 
him, learn-
ing how to 
have honest 
conversations 
with students 
was one of the 
greatest les-
sons he has 
learned during 
his career.

“I have 
learned that it’s okay to ask a 
young person for an honest 
answer, but you have to be 
prepared to accept an honest 
answer without pushing back 
on a student,” he said. “Stu-
dents also have to be free to 
express how they feel.” 

In retirement, Mr. Wilson 
plans to further indulge his 
plethora of hobbies such 
as gardening and working 
on his house. He is also ex-
cited to continue traveling, 
bicycling and, of course, 
motorcycling.  HSV

The editors and staff of 
the High School View 
would like to thank ev-

eryone at the MV Times 
for supporting us in our ef-
fort to inform the broader 
Island community about 

high school events and 
perspectives. In particu-
lar, we would like to thank 
Kristofer Rabasca, who 
helps to format our paper 
every week for the Times’ 
publication, and Barbara 
Davis for always checking 
over our articles and mak-
ing copy edits from which to 

learn. Thank you also to Ja-
mie Stringfellow and George 
Brennan for the willingness 
to serve as educators and 
professional resources in the 
field. A special thank you 
also to the many businesses 
and individuals who con-
tinually support us with ads 
every week. HSV

Thank you

Mr. Wilson  Ms. Hermann 
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sits at her 
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