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BY EMILY GAZZANIGA 
AND JAIDEN EDELMAN

Four and a half weeks have 
passed since the Tisbury 
School fifth through eighth 
graders, faculty, and admin-
istration packed up their 
backpacks, classrooms, and 
offices and relocated to Mar-
tha’s Vineyard Regional High 
School (MVRHS). So far, 
spirits are high.

The Tisbury School stu-
dents are being housed in 
their own wing of the high 
school, one that provides 
them with their own bath-
rooms, a separate entrance 
and exit, and a separate caf-
eteria facility. 

Melissa Ogden, in her first 
year as vice principal of the 
Tisbury sSchool, is stationed 
at the high school. She said, 
“I think the transition has 
been really good, despite the 
timing of us having to pack 
everything up and move. 
We’re settling in and getting 
into routines. Things are go-
ing really well.”

The Tisbury staff and stu-
dents feel the same way.

“The younger kids love it,” 

said Ogden. “I haven’t heard 
one student speak negatively 
about being here [at MVRHS]. 
The outreach from the high 
school students and faculty 
has been so great.” 

“It’s exciting to see the high 

schoolers,” said Tisbury sixth 
grader Greta Milne said. “I 
know some of them, so it’s fun 
to say hi when I see them.”

Sophomore Alison Custer, 
a Tisbury School alumna, 
said, “I think there’s a sense 

of community at the Tisbury 
School, as everyone is so close 
with the teachers. We all just 
feel like one big family. It’s 
definitely a different environ-
ment for the students, but 
their support is still there.” 

Despite their seclusion from 
the high school population, 
students still share a com-
mon hallway, which has been 
a concern to parents and 
faculty. Ogden notes that dur-
ing times of heavy traffic in 

the hallway, the high school 
students are great, letting 
the Tisbury students pass 
through. “The high schoolers 
are really sweet to the younger 
kids,” Odgen said.

Alison said, “I think that 
having them [the 
Tisbury students] 
here will teach 
high schoolers to 
be more respectful 
of those around us, 
and to watch how 
you treat other 
people because the 
kids are young and 
impressionable.”

Though the 
Tisbury School 
appears to have 
integrated suc-
cessfully, there 
are still some 
unavoidable chal-
lenges for both 
faculty and stu-
dents. 

Kevan Nichols, a physi-
cal education teacher at the 
Tisbury School, voiced his 
concerns about the upcom-
ing winter months. “We 
don’t have access to the 
gym,” he said, “which hasn’t 

been a problem yet with the 
relatively warm weather. 
When it gets colder, we are 
hoping to use the ice rink, 
but for now we have been 
using the track.” 

Tisbury students must 
walk to the YMCA to attend 
their gym, art, and wood 
shop classes. 

As the father of two chil-
dren who have both attended 
the Tisbury School, MVRHS 
physics teacher Dana Munn 
provided insight on the 
academic challenges that have 
arisen from the limited space 
and resources. “I do have 
concerns over the long-term 
impact of being in a com-
promised state. The Tisbury 
middle school science teachers 
don’t have access to the lab fa-
cilities they need for their cur-
riculum, as just one example.”

But there’s a willingness 
on both sides to combine 
the two school communities 
in ways that are mutually 
beneficial. Efforts to bring 
the middle school and high 
school students together have 
already been made. High 
school biology teacher Louis 
Hall and the Protect Your 
Environment club were able 
to FaceTime with the Tisbury 
School’s eighth grade lan-
guage arts class during their 

trip to Boston for the Global 
Climate Strike. 

“Whenever you can 
bridge older and younger 
kids in our community, you 
can’t go wrong,” said Vice 
Principal Ogden. 

Tisbury school sixth grader 
Ryan Estrella added, “It would 
be fun if the high schoolers 
did stuff with us, like playing 
outside together, helping with 
work during classes, or help-
ing us use our lockers.”

It is unclear how much 
longer the Tisbury students 
will be staying at MVRHS, 
but Principal Sara Dingledy 
has expressed hope for in-
creased interaction between 
the two student bodies as 
the school year progresses. 
Bringing peer leaders from 
the high school into seventh 
and eighth graders in health 
classes, tutoring and academ-
ic support help, and a lunch 
buddy system are all among 
her ideas moving forward. 

“I hope the Tisbury com-
munity knows that our high 
school students are an asset, 
not something to be feared,” 
said Principal Dingledy. 
“Now that the Tisbury School 
has settled, we can have 
some opportunities for high 
schoolers and middle school-
ers to mix together.”  HSV

BY SPENCER POGUE

This year’s high school lunch 
program is dedicated to pro-
viding good food, improving 
environmental practices, and 
creating a happy environ-
ment for the Martha’s Vine-
yard Regional High School 
(MVRHS) community.

This past school year 
marked the end of the high 
school’s decadelong contract 
with Chartwells, a regional 
food service provider. Upon 
learning this, culinary in-
structor and food program 
director Kevin Crowell saw an 
opportunity to improve the 
school lunch program overall, 
and last spring began working 
with the school and students 

to initiate major changes. 
After months of planning 

and preparation, the school 
hired Mercedes Ferreira to 
lead the cafeteria program, 
alongside a talented staff of 
cooks, custodians, and prep 
staff. Ferreira, who is excited 
to lead the cafeteria program, 
has made sustainability and 
community a top priority.

Mr. Crowell and Ms. Fer-
reira have been working with 
Island Grown Initiative (IGI) 
to create an effective compost-
ing and recycling system. 
“Since getting our reusable 
ware, we have lowered our 
paper and plastic usage from 
seven barrels per day down to 
two,” said Ferreira, “and IGI 
collects them free of cost.” 

They have also been work-
ing with Island farms in 
order to incorporate more 
local ingredients into meals. 
“We are really looking for a 
fresher and healthier lunch, 
hopefully made with more 
local ingredients when we 
can get it into our budget,” 
said Ms. Ferreira. “We’ve 
worked really hard to get the 
Island gleaners to give us 
local fruits and vegetables, 
which they’ve been great 
about. They have provided 
us with tomatoes, corn, and 
arugula, and even some 
wacky stuff like kohlrabi.” 

Additionally, Mr. Crowell 
stressed the importance of 
cooking from scratch. “I want-
ed to take a scratch-cooking 

approach so we wouldn’t be 
buying as many processed 
foods, so that we’d be creating 
our own meals to better serve 
the students and staff.” 

Student opinions on the 
new lunches are 
varied, but the ef-
forts to improve 
environmental 
sustainability have 
been commended 
across the board. 

Senior Julia 
Dostal thinks 
more can be 
done to provide 
variety. “One 
improvement 
they could make 
would be to have 
pizza every day 
along with the 
main option,” she 
said, “or at least 

have multiple hot food op-
tions. On the other hand, I 
really like all of the efforts to 
reduce the amount of waste 
we produce. I think it’s a fan-
tastic idea to use real bowls 

and plates instead of dispos-
able ones.” 

Sophomore Kaya Seiman 
agrees, and hopes that stu-
dents appreciate these efforts. 
“The efforts to be more en-
vironmentally conscious are 
great,” she said, “it’s just sad 
to see that some kids don’t 
seem to care about it.” 

Both Julia and Kaya agreed 
that there have been some 
standout meals. For Kaya, it 
was the veggie chili. She said 
she would like it to be an op-
tion every day. For Julia, it was 
the enchiladas. “They were so 
delicious,” she said.

To many, the cafeteria is the 
heart of the school, and the 
kitchen staff have remained 
dedicated to Ms. Ferreira’s 
main focus: “We always aim 
to make good food and to 
make people happy.” HSV

Extending a welcome to the Tisbury School

New school lunch program promotes sustainability
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Iesha Mayberry throws 
her leftover scraps into 

the new compost barrel.
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From left: Sabrina 
Muniz, Roberta 

DeMoraes, Janiny 
Santana, Kamryn 

Bishop, Kellry 
Aredes, Jennifer 

Dias, and Karla 
Robadel (far right) 
arrive at the high 

school to begiin 
their day.
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T he High School View 
staff wishes to thank 

The MV Times for con-
tinuing to host our news-

paper over the past school 
year. The Times has given 

us the unique opportuni-
ty of allowing us to pub-

lish in print on a weekly 
basis. This gives us the op-

portunity to have our work 
read and voices heard in a 

community we care deep-
ly about, and in turn, it has 

empowered and inspired 
us to produce content that 

is relevant and (hopefully) 
meaningful every week. In 

particular, we would like 
to thank Kristofer Rabasca 

— who helps to format our 
paper every week for the 

Times’ publication — for 
giving us helpful feedback 

and assisting us through 
challenges. Thank you to 

the associate publisher 
of The MV Times, Jamie 

Kageleiry, not only for the 
opportunity to have our 

work published in the print 
edition, but also for trust-

ing us with the freedom 
to make decisions for our 

newspaper and to take it in 
whatever direction we see 

fit. Thank you to Barbara 
Davis for always checking 

over our articles and mak-
ing copy edits from which 

we are able to learn. A spe-
cial thank you also to the 

many businesses and in-
dividuals who continual-

ly support us with ads ev-
ery week. And last, thank 

you to our readers at home 
and abroad, for trusting us 

to deliver fair and worthy 
journalism, and for con-

tinuing to believe in the 
value of student voices. HSV

BY MACKENZIE CONDON

T he first annual Islanders 
Give Back Day at Mar-

tha’s Vineyard Regional 
High School (MVRHS) fea-

tured the entire student body 
participating in acts of com-

munity service for 37 dif-
ferent Island organizations. 

Spearheaded by students, the 
day consisted of the entire 

MVRHS community work-
ing outside the classrooms to 

give back to their Island. 
Students were allowed to 

pick their top choices from 
a large selection of Island 

organizations, and were 
then matched with an orga-

nization in which they had 
shown interest. After being 

broken into their respective 
groups, students began the 

day with icebreaking activi-
ties at MVRHS. By 9am, stu-

dents and faculty members 
were being shuttled to their 

destinations by school buses. 
From Polly Hill to the Island 

elementary schools, from 
the animal shelter to various 

beaches, students and teach-
ers were dispersed through-

out the Island.Such a complex all-school 
field trip was not easy to 

organize, but the students in 
history teacher Ena Thulin’s 

Global Politics and Civic En-
gagement class designed the 

project and made it happen. 
Junior student leader An-

drew Karlinsky said, “We 
started planning this months 

in advance. During each class 
we would review our punch 

list of things that could be 
done. Whether it was contact-

ing business organizations, 
organizing where students 

would be going, making 
posters for advertisement, or 

planning out lunches for each 
group, we were working on it 

every class.”Ms. Thulin said, “When 
teaching about civic engage-

ment, it seemed fitting to 
actually put that into practice. 

We weaved in a lot of what the 
course is about, topics such as 

who you need to get on your 
side politically, and how you 

get a group to achieve some-
thing bigger than themselves, 

which is what we ended up 
doing pretty successfully.”

At the animal shelter, stu-
dents walked dogs and did 

grounds maintenance. An-
other group cleaned beaches 

in Menemsha. A group went 

to Cedar Tree Neck and took 
pictures of the trail for them 

to use. Another group went 
to the Center for Living and 

danced for the elderly.Sophomore Thomas Smith 
planted flowers and weeded 

at Polly Hill Arboretum. He 
said, “Through the [Career 

Technical Education] pro-
gram, I realized as a freshman 

that I really liked horticulture, 
and have chosen to stick with 

it. I’m hoping to continue 

with horticulture in college 
and in my life, so being able 

to give back to Polly Hill was 
cool because I got to choose 

to help by doing something 
I love.”

Polly Hill executive direc-
tor Tim Boland said, “Kids in 

elementary school come here 

often, so now having them 
back as high school kids who 

are here to give back to us is 
really special.” Sophomore Riley Cameron 

said, “I do a lot of community 
service individually, and I like 

to help people out, so it’s cool 
to be able to do this as a full-

school effort and make an 
impact as a group.”Senior student leader 

Gabe Bellebueno said, “With 
school ending for the seniors 

in five days, it’s probably the 
best way to go out. Rather 

than just looking back on 
academics, it feels really spe-

cial to know we got to give 
back to the community that 

has given us so much since 
we were little.”English teacher Bill Mc-

Carthy said, “The cool thing 
about community service 

can be interacting with peo-
ple, and as a teacher it was 

cool to be with a randomly 
assigned group and interact 

with kids I may not have 
crossed paths with, or kids I 

don’t have in class anymore, 
and to work together.”Senior student leader Em-

ily Hewson said, “The goal is 
to make this an annual event, 

and it felt like it was a huge 
success, so I feel lucky to 

know that we created some-
thing that will give students 

to come a way to give back as 
a school community.”    HSV
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Juniors and their guests 
attending the Martha’s 

Vineyard Regional High 
School Prom gather in 

front of the Agricultiral 
Hall for a group photo.

From left, Nina Moore, Julia Dostal, Peter Burke, 

Skyler Eddy, and Emma Searle garden at Thimble 

Farm for Islanders Give Back Day.
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A COMMENTARY BY CURTIS FISHER

W hat is school spirit? I 
remember showing 

up to my big broth-
er’s basketball games when 

I was younger, cheering my 

eyeballs out as the purple 
and white face paint cracked 

on my cheeks. If you had 
asked me then, I might have 

said, “School spirit is all 
about who wears the most 

face paint and the purplest 

clothes.” Now that I have 
made it to the high school 

and am about to graduate, 

my experiences have shifted 

that perspective. School spir-

it represents so much more 

than attending sports games. 

Spirit stems from its Latin 

root “spiritus,” which trans-

lates to “breath.” It is in this 

recognition of its origins that 

I think the true definition of 

school spirit can be found: 

students who live and breathe 

the life of their school.
In my time at Martha’s 

Vineyard Regional High 
School (MVRHS), students 

have shown tremendous 
dedication and commit-

ment to shaping our school’s 

values. From sports teams 
to performing groups to 

clubs, I have seen posters 
for events, fundraisers, and 

games — students wearing 

their team/club clothing, and 

lots of passion at school spirit 

assemblies. I have also seen 

students make great strides in 

developing a symbol of school 

unity through the initiative to 

create a school mascot.
Some students and faculty 

believe that there is a recent 

decline in school spirit. I, 
too, have noticed a lack of 

younger siblings scream-
ing for their big brothers 

and sisters in sports. Maybe 

a higher cost of living and 

more challenging economic 

conditions on the Island in 

recent years have reduced the 

average number of children 

per household. I think the is-

sue is a little more overt than 

that — lack of leadership.
In my four years at 

MVRHS, I have gone through 

three principals and endless 

debates over policies. Since we 

are a school without a mascot 

or even a team symbol, a lot 

of our unity stems from good 

leadership. Without an estab-

lished trust and respect for 

our leaders, it has been hard 

to find that sense of unity. 
With the recent hiring of 

our new principal, Sara Din-

gledy, I have noticed a positive 

shift in school spirit. Rather 

than jumping into the heat of 

our school debates, she instead 

walked through the door 

with an open ear. She didn’t 

propose any radical changes 

to our school policy; she sim-

ply proposed that we enforce 

the ones that are currently in 

place. This new surge of en-

forcement has caused debates 

over cell-phone use, bathroom 

passes, and a war on vaping 

that has served to fuel tensions 

within school communi-
ties. Students are frustrated, 

but they continue to engage 

themselves in addressing their 

concerns. The principal’s open 

ear, open mind, and capacity 

to address student issues have 

fostered a wave of positive stu-

dent-faculty interactions. Mrs. 

Dingledy has shown us that 

she’s not leaving us anytime 

soon, and there has been time 

to develop a deep respect and 

trust for her ability to engage 

with the student body and en-

act positive change.Some of these changes in-

clude the student-run dodge-

ball tournament, which is 
an example of how students 

worked with the administra-

tion to quite literally get the 

ball rolling on a fun school 

community event. I have 
witnessed positive student-

administration interaction 

in the hosting of Capture the 

Flag tournaments, the forma-

tion of new community clubs 

like Interact, to National 
Honor Society community ef-

forts, and even more recently 

the implementation of a flex 

block, and an effort to create 

an open campus for seniors.
Attendance at some sport-

ing events may have de-
clined, and some students are 

frustrated with the admin-

istration, but these are the 

kinds of issues that can be 

expected with such dramatic 

shifts in leadership. Though 

our stubborn New England 

roots make us skeptical 
toward institutions, I can 

happily conclude that things 

are looking positive, and our 

school community continues 

to be renewed with a breath 

of fresh spirit. HSV 

BY SPENCER POGUE

T he most recent col-
lege application cycle 

has sparked questions 
throughout the senior class 

regarding whether students 

should place more of their 
focus on SAT Subject Tests 

rather than Advanced Place-

ment exams. The AP exams 

are the culmination of year-

long college-level curricula. 

Students work for high scores, 

aware that receiving a pass-

ing grade can earn them col-

lege credit and carry weight 

during the college admis-
sions process. Students at 

MVRHS are required to pay 

for the $92 tests in order to re-

ceive credit toward their GPA. 

While AP students spend a 

full year mastering a curricu-

lum specific to the AP course, 

MVRHS seniors report they 

were never asked for their AP 

scores during the college ad-

missions process.“There wasn’t even a place 

for me to put my scores,” 

said senior Kat Roberts. 
However, SAT Subject Tests 

are commonly requested 
during the college applica-

tion process, despite most 

MVRHS students rarely be-

ing formally notified. SAT 

subject tests are College 
Board examinations that are 

offered in core subjects.
According to the College 

Board’s AP Program Sum-
mary Report, as of 2017, 11 

colleges and universities, 
including Tufts and MIT, re-

quire that you submit two SAT 

Subject Test scores. Fourteen 

others, including Georgetown, 

Princeton, and Yale, strongly 

recommend submitting them. 

“It’s kind of dishearten-
ing to know I’ve spent a year 

preparing for a test that will 

not matter. Meanwhile, I feel 

inadequately prepared for the 

Subject Test, which does mat-

ter,” said junior Kayla Eddy. 

“Our thought is that if the 

students are taking an AP 
class and being diligent, that 

they are preparing themselves 

for the SAT Subject Test at the 

same time,” said director of 

guidance Mary McDonald. 
Senior Marissa D’Antonio 

disagreed. She said, “The fact 

is that they are different tests. 

AP history exams are largely 

based on document analysis 

skills; however, SAT Subject 

Tests are solely content-based.”

MVRHS History Depart-

ment chair and AP U.S. His-

tory teacher Olsen Houghton 

said, “I have had students get a 

5 on the AP exam and a poor 

score on the Subject Test, and 

vice versa. The exams do test 

different skills.”The point of AP classes 
originated in providing an 

opportunity to earn college 

credit in high school. Ac-
cording to the U.S. News 

and World report, as of 2016, 

nearly 86 percent of the col-

leges and universities in the 

top 153 ranking spots restrict 

AP credit in some way. 
Over time, fewer schools 

are allowing high AP scores 

to convert to college credit, 

which raises the question, 

“What is the point?”
Ms. McDonald said, “When 

I first came to the high school 

25 years ago, just passing the 

exam would often earn col-

lege credit. Now students who 

receive a 5 are not guaranteed 
anything. Nowadays, 

AP classes serve mainly for students to 
gain experience and 

show the rigor in their 
schedules that colleg-

es look for during the 
application process.”

There is a strong 
correlation between 

students taking the 
AP exams and stu-

dents applying to top-
tier schools. MVRHS 

students are consis-

tently at a disadvantage in the 

college application process due 

to a lack of preparation for the 

SAT Subject Tests. Kat said, “I was never 
warned about the SAT Subject 

Tests prior to junior year, de-

spite taking AP classes. Then 

junior year rolled around, and 

I had no time to take them 

because the real SATs and the 

Subject Tests are scheduled on 

the same day. I scored poorly 

on my SAT Subject Tests be-

cause I was taking them in a 

rush, and I couldn’t turn them 

in to any schools because they 

were well below what they 
should have been.”Ms. McDonald said, “We 

could do a better job of get-
ting out the SAT Subject Test 

schedule information to soph-

omores through the teachers 

or the guidance department.”
Mr. Houghton said, “I 

guess it is frustrating, be-
cause you do want every 

student to be prepared 
enough to earn a 5 on the 

AP exam and an 800 on the 

SAT Subject Test, but my 
class is constrained to the 

AP curriculum, and we have 

to spend our time focusing 

on that.“The scores matter because 

the students often work hard 

to earn what they get. At the 

end of the day, I just want my 

students to look back and say, 

‘Wow, that was a fun class. I 

miss being in that class,’ de-

spite the work.”  HSV
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Spotlight: Perspectives on school spirit
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Freshmen compete in the limbo contest during the Freshman Cup.

From left, Alex Vasiliadis and Harold Lawry fill out their AP test registration 
form.
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and assisting us through 
challenges. Thank you to 

the associate publisher 
of The MV Times, Jamie 

Kageleiry, not only for the 
opportunity to have our 

work published in the print 
edition, but also for trust-

ing us with the freedom 
to make decisions for our 

newspaper and to take it in 
whatever direction we see 

fit. Thank you to Barbara 
Davis for always checking 

over our articles and mak-
ing copy edits from which 

we are able to learn. A spe-
cial thank you also to the 

many businesses and in-
dividuals who continual-

ly support us with ads ev-
ery week. And last, thank 

you to our readers at home 
and abroad, for trusting us 

to deliver fair and worthy 
journalism, and for con-

tinuing to believe in the 
value of student voices. HSHSH VSVS

with horticulture in college 
and in my life, so being able 

to give back to Polly Hill was 
cool because I got to choose 

to help by doing something 
I love.”

Polly Hill executive direc-
tor Tim Boland said, “Kids in 

elementary school come here 

often, so now having them 
back as high school kids who 

are here to give back to us is Sophomore Riley Cameron 

said, “I do a lot of community 
service individually, and I like 

to help people out, so it’s cool 
to be able to do this as a full-

school effort and make an 
impact as a group.”Senior student leader 

Gabe Bellebueno said, “With 
school ending for the seniors 

in five days, it’s probably the 
best way to go out. Rather 

than just looking back on 
academics, it feels really spe-

cial to know we got to give 
back to the community that 

has given us so much since 
we were little.”English teacher Bill Mc-

Carthy said, “The cool thing 
about community service 

can be interacting with peo-
ple, and as a teacher it was 

cool to be with a randomly 
assigned group and interact 

with kids I may not have 
crossed paths with, or kids I 

don’t have in class anymore, 
and to work together.”Senior student leader Em-

ily Hewson said, “The goal is 
to make this an annual event, 

and it felt like it was a huge 
success, so I feel lucky to 

know that we created some-
thing that will give students 

to come a way to give back as 
a school community.”    HSHSH VSVS
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BY ALEXIS CONDON

N
ow that open campus is 

in full swing, seniors with 

a free period have the lux-

ury of choice: to sleep in, grab 

breakfast, or catch up on work 

before heading into school. If 

their free block falls at the end 

of the day, all they have to do 

to leave is sign themselves out 

at the front office.

Open campus, a joint effort 

of the administration and 

student council, is a senior 

privilege that serves to boost 

morale and reward positive 

behavior. To remain eligible, 

a student must be “in good 

standing.” Once a student not 

in good standing serves the 

consequences on time and 

demonstrates a willingness to 

comply with the reasonable 

requests of adults, he or she 

is again eligible. Any student 

who cuts class, or is on social 

probation as a result of a sus-

pension or safety concern to 

the community, will have the 

privilege revoked. 

Senior class representative 

Owen Engler was one of the 

students who saw the imple-

mentation of open campus 

through from idea to reality. 

“Last year, seniors didn’t like 

how they couldn’t leave when 

they had study hall,” he said, 

“especially when they didn’t 

have work to do. Student 

council wanted to change 

that. A lot of schools in the 

country utilize open campus. 

It was super-common in the 

’70s and ’80s, and is now 

gaining popularity again.”

The planning phase of open 

campus required extensive 

collaboration between the 

administration and student 

council members. Owen said, 

“A big question was how kids 

were going to leave. Was sign-

ing out going to put too much 

weight on [administrative 

assistant Inez Montanile]? But 

after the pilot week at the end 

of last year, we saw it actually 

worked pretty well.”

Seniors Mackenzie Condon, 

Katie Morse, Ian Trance, and 

Alley Estrella also played an  

important role in the effort. 

“They were instrumental in 

planning the proposition and 

implementing it,” Owen said. 

“Without them, it would have 

been impossible to do it.”

Principal Sara Dingledy 

supports open campus on 

the principle of it incentiv-

izing good behavior. She 

said, “Our fear of what kids 

are out doing in the world 

shouldn’t stop us from allow-

ing kids to see what it’s like to 

sleep in till nine o’clock.”

While no tweaks to the 

policy itself have been made, 

Ms. Dingledy has pulled open 

campus away from a small 

number of kids. She said, “If 

someone has abused the priv-

ilege, we will put them back 

on a study-hall roster and 

revisit it second quarter, using 

their academic standing and 

behavior record to evaluate 

whether they should be back 

in good standing.”

Julie Meader, an adminis-

trative support, is responsible 

for checking open campus 

students in and out. “The 

only thing that I’m finding is 

that students staying on cam-

pus aren’t necessarily coming 

to check in and say, ‘Hey, I’m 

just over at the library,’ or, 

‘Hey, I’ll be in the cafeteria.’ 

If there was ever a fire, I 

would need to know where 

those students are,” she said. 

Student Hollis Kelly waves 

to grab Ms. Meader’s atten-

tion as he checks in at the 

front desk, and she gives him 

an “All set,” taking his at-

tendance on her computer. 

Looking rested, he has arrived 

a couple of minutes early for 

his first class of the day. 

Sophie Combra has open-

campus H block, which falls 

first or last on most days. 

“Open campus makes my 

mornings easier, especially be-

cause I play sports,” she said. 

“If I’m on a late boat the night 

before, or just tired, I can 

catch up on my sleep or get 

my work done in the morning 

before class. I also like that we 

can’t leave in the middle of 

the day, because it forces me 

to get my work done.” 

Varsity hockey captain Ian 

Trance takes full advantage 

of open campus. “I’ve found 

the days when I have it to be 

much more enjoyable,” he 

said. “I can either sleep in or 

go get breakfast. Sometimes 

if I have it at the end of the 

day, I’ll go over to the rink 

with friends and just hang 

out and do homework. I grew 

up in the rink, so it’s a com-

fortable spot for me to be.”

Ms. Dingledy said, “I sense 

more positivity, which is also 

attributed to the students 

themselves. The senior class 

is a go-getter one, with lots of 

goals. My relationship with 

these kids is a little less about 

me enforcing rules and more 

about creating a dialogue of 

how we can work to improve 

the school.”

“In real life, privileges are 

earned and privileges are 

taken away,” said Owen. “It’s 

not just freedom, it’s freedom 

with accountability.” HSV

BY HENRY HITCHINGS  

AND EMMA SEARLE

D
hakir Warren is bringing 

a wealth of knowledge 

and motivation from his 

background in education and 

anti–sex trafficking to his 

new position as administrator 

of student affairs at the Mar-

tha’s Vineyard Regional High 

School (MVRHS) this year. 

Before his recent move 

to the Island, Mr. Warren 

oversaw 12 cities, including 

Boston, Atlanta, and San 

Diego, through his work 

as the co-coordinator with 

CEASE (Cities Empowered 

Against Sexual Exploitation), 

an organization that works 

to reduce domestic sex buy-

ing. Typically, victims return 

to their victimizers because 

they are unable to find sup-

port from communities or 

the government after their 

initial rescue. Victims can be 

seen as unreliable witnesses, 

which allows sex traffickers 

to avoid conviction. 

Mr. Warren took a unique 

approach in helping the 

situation. “We know most 

people are coerced into the 

sex trade, and to penalize 

those individuals is not right, 

so instead we engaged in 

initiatives that would target 

the buyers instead,” he said. 

“The victims are then taken 

to places where they are able 

to get social resources. It was 

really exciting because of 

how this issue disproportion-

ally affects the youth, and we 

were able to support them.”

After years of working bi-

coastally in Los Angeles and 

Boston, Mr. Warren decided 

to stay on the Island with his 

wife, Sophia, after the birth 

of their daughter, Sloane, last 

October. “After a few months 

of being out, I just kind of 

thought about what I would 

miss if I continued to work 

remotely in Boston and D.C. 

and continued to travel so 

much,” said Mr. Warren.

In his new role, Mr. War-

ren is tasked with enforcing 

the student code of conduct, 

conducting investigations 

into disciplinary infractions, 

and communicating with 

parents of students facing 

punishment. However, Mr. 

Warren’s responsibilities 

do not solely include taking 

disciplinary action. He also 

works in student affairs, and 

offers support to students 

facing difficulties. 

Principal Sara Dingledy 

found his consistent and up-

front approach to discipline 

noteworthy during his inter-

view process. She said, “Mr. 

Warren is unafraid to have 

very difficult conversations 

with students. He makes 

contact, and will talk directly 

to a student.” 

In addition to his back-

ground working against 

sex trafficking, Mr. Warren 

taught in the Boston public 

school system. He feels both 

experiences have been forma-

tive in how he operates as an 

educator today. “There are a 

lot of elements of education 

that really are aligned with 

issues of social justice,” he 

said. “The sum of all my pre-

vious work has really helped 

me to come here and apply 

the learning and skills I’ve 

developed in a way that helps 

students.”

Mr. Warren intends to share 

with students opportunities 

beyond what the Island has 

to offer. “I think identifying 

more opportunities for ac-

cess to outside experiences is 

something I’m really looking 

forward to exploring, whether 

it be workforce opportunities 

that might not be represented 

here, or other educational 

or trade opportunities,” he 

said. “More importantly, I’m 

interested in the opportunity 

for intercultural exchange, the 

ability to see different parts 

of the country and the world. 

Expanding and removing 

barriers is something I really 

want to focus on.” HSV
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A new perspective in administration

COLIN HENKE

Open campus proves a success

Mr. Warren 

discusses 

student affairs 

in his office.
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ear, open mind, and capacity 

to address student issues have 

fostered a wave of positive stu-

dent-faculty interactions. Mrs. 

worked with the administra-

tion to quite literally get the 

ball rolling on a fun school 

community event. I have 
witnessed positive student-

administration interaction 

in the hosting of Capture the 

Flag tournaments, the forma-

tion of new community clubs 

like Interact, to National 
Honor Society community ef-

forts, and even more recently 

the implementation of a flex 

block, and an effort to create 

an open campus for seniors.
Attendance at some sport-

ing events may have de-
clined, and some students are 

frustrated with the admin-

istration, but these are the 

kinds of issues that can be 

expected with such dramatic 

shifts in leadership. Though 

our stubborn New England 

roots make us skeptical 
toward institutions, I can 

happily conclude that things 

are looking positive, and our 

school community continues 

to be renewed with a breath 

“What is the point?”
Ms. McDonald said, “When 

I first came to the high school 

25 years ago, just passing the 

exam would often earn col-

lege credit. Now students who 

receive a 5 are not guaranteed 
anything. Nowadays, 

AP classes serve mainly for students to 
gain experience and 

show the rigor in their 
schedules that colleg-

es look for during the 
application process.”

There is a strong 
correlation between 

students taking the 
AP exams and stu-

dents applying to top-
tier schools. MVRHS 

students are consis-

tently at a disadvantage in the 

college application process due 

to a lack of preparation for the Kat said, “I was never 
warned about the SAT Subject 

Tests prior to junior year, de-

spite taking AP classes. Then 

junior year rolled around, and 

I had no time to take them 

because the real SATs and the 

Subject Tests are scheduled on 

the same day. I scored poorly 

on my SAT Subject Tests be-

cause I was taking them in a 

rush, and I couldn’t turn them 

in to any schools because they 

were well below what they 
should have been.”Ms. McDonald said, “We 

could do a better job of get-
ting out the SAT Subject Test 

schedule information to soph-

omores through the teachers 

or the guidance department.”
Mr. Houghton said, “I 

guess it is frustrating, be-
cause you do want every 

student to be prepared 
enough to earn a 5 on the 

AP exam and an 800 on the 

SAT Subject Test, but my 
class is constrained to the 

AP curriculum, and we have 

to spend our time focusing 

on that.“The scores matter because 

the students often work hard 

to earn what they get. At the 

end of the day, I just want my 

students to look back and say, 

‘Wow, that was a fun class. I 

miss being in that class,’ de-

spite the work.”  HSHSH VSVS

Importance of SAT Subject Tests underestimated

 High School 
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BY EMMA SEARLE

I
n May of 2014, Martha’s 

Vineyard Regional High 

School (MVRHS) teacher 

Chris Baer wrote an article 

featured in The MV Times 

titled “This was then: Oak 

Bluffs early summer,” which 

received so much positive 

feedback that it became the 

“This Was Then” series, 

published weekly. The series 

features odd pieces of Island 

history that Mr. Baer has en-

countered throughout his 

life. These and other stories 

will appear in his forthcom-

ing book, “Martha’s Vine-

yard Tales: From Pirates on 

Lake Tashmoo to Baxter’s 

Saloon,” which is set for re-

lease on June 1.

“I’ve always enjoyed find-

ing little, unusual stories 

about the Island that people 

may not have heard before,” 

Mr. Baer said. These range 

from a tale of buried treasure 

to a story called “Warned 

Out,” in which he recalls a 

time in the late 18th century 

when unwanted residents 

were forced to leave town by 

violent means.

The book is comprised of 

select pieces of Island his-

tory, drawing on what he has 

written in the past for The 

Times, as well as incorporat-

ing a few new ones. Most 

of the stories in the book, 

which includes roughly 50 

chapters, are based on old 

pictures he has found, as 

well as bits of information 

from books and old newspa-

pers he has encountered in 

his extensive research. 

Mr. Baer has been teach-

ing photography at MVRHS 

since 1995, and is now the 

head of the Art Depart-

ment. “I was turning 50, and 

I wanted to do something 

meaningful,” he said. He 

has even incorporated the 

project into his curriculum. 

Students in his photography 

classes are challenged to help 

restore antique photos, using 

programs like Photoshop to 

correct fading and blemishes. 

Mr. Baer also spoke about 

his book to freshmen during 

Writer’s Week in April.

In the beginning, Mr. Baer 

considered self-publishing; 

however, after researching 

and speaking with oth-

ers who had experience in 

the field of authorship, he 

eventually decided on Globe 

Pequot Press, an imprint 

of Rowman and Littlefield, 

which publishes historical 

books on New England. 

Mr. Baer found editing to 

be the toughest process he 

went through when publish-

ing, often finding hundreds 

of comments from his editors 

lining the margins of the 

digital manuscript. 

“If I had self-published,” 

said Mr. Baer, “I would have 

created a different book. You 

have to give up control of the 

title, the cover, what photo-

graphs they cut, which ones 

they keep, what stories they 

cut, and that’s tough.” In the 

end, however, he was grate-

ful to have found a publisher 

with the knowledge needed 

to help him create a work 

that would appeal to readers.

Copies of the book will be 

sold at the Bunch of Grapes 

bookstore on the Island and 

at Barnes and Noble, and can 

be ordered online through 

Amazon. 

“Anybody, even if they don’t 

know much about history of 

the Island, will likely find lit-

tle stories in here that they’ll 

like,” said Mr. Bear.  HSV

BY COLIN HENKE

I
t is not often that you find 

a 17-year-old with all his 

homework done, much 

less one who has his own 

company. Martha’s Vine-

yard Regional High School 

(MVRHS) senior Gabe Nel-

son, however, has found a 

way to do both. In 2016, Gabe 

founded Chess Club Co., 

which designs and markets 

high-quality apparel. The 

company released its 2018 

spring collection on May 1. 

Over the past two years, 

Chess Club Co. has grown 

from an idea to a full-fledged 

career for Gabe, who has got-

ten the brand on the market 

locally in stores such as the 

Green Room, and his cloth-

ing is also available on the 

company website. Chess 

Club Co. is run with advise-

ment from MVRHS business 

teacher Brian Jakusik and 

Gabe’s father, Brian Nelson. 

Gabe has also enlisted sev-

eral students from the high 

school — including junior 

Kat Hess, sophomore Patrick 

Ribeiro, and senior Alex 

Vasiliadis — as models for 

his clothing. His spring col-

lection has been promoted by 

Instagrammer Roland Mi-

chaud, who has a following of 

more than 50,000 people. 

The majority of the pieces 

in the spring collection have 

been handmade by Gabe and 

Charter School junior Aiden 

Donovan. Aiden reached out 

to Gabe several months ago 

while Gabe was looking for 

someone to help sew labels for 

the brand, and they have been 

working together since. 

“Being able to bounce ideas 

off of Aiden has been great,” 

said Gabe. 

Aiden said, “I would love to 

see people on the Island start 

experimenting more with 

clothing. Personally, I’m very 

inspired by Tyler Grosso, who 

built successful companies at 

a similar age, but I also like 

to find inspiration in movies, 

art, and social media.”

From a young age, Gabe 

knew he wanted to touch 

people’s hearts and minds 

with whatever he did, and as 

a result long found himself 

wanting to be a filmmaker 

and photographer. His focus 

has now shifted to fashion. 

“When I realized I could have 

the same effect with clothing 

that films and photographs 

have on people, I really began 

to pursue it,” he said. 

Gabe is focused on creating 

simple and elegant designs. 

“The majority of the clothes I 

design have minimal brand-

ing,” he said. “Most have only 

one label on the back. I like 

how the simplicity allows the 

clothing to accent the natural 

beauty of the wearer, rather 

than distracting from them.”

Over the past three years, 

Gabe has solidified a process 

for manufacturing his ap-

parel. The clothing is shipped 

in from Nova Scotia, and is 

then either sent to have tags 

and prints put on, or the tags 

are hand-sewn by Gabe and 

Aiden themselves.  

 The business comes with 

its challenges, however. “One 

of the hardest things has been 

learning to make compromis-

es,” Gabe said. “I’ve needed to 

make changes to the designs 

simply because I couldn’t pay 

for huge quantities of shirts 

from factories in the way large 

companies can.” 

Gabe will be attending the 

Parsons School of Design in 

New York City this upcom-

ing fall to study strategic 

design and management. 

He plans to keep expanding 

Chess Club Co., which can be 

found online at chessclubco.

com, and on Instagram with 

the handle @chessclubco. 

“It’s been a very humbling 

experience so far, and I’m 

excited to see what’s next 

for myself and the com-

pany,” he said.  HSV
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Educator publishes book of Island history

CURTIS FISHER

COLIN HENKE

Chris Baer showcases 

a historical photo 

from his compilation.

Senior Gabe 

Nelson sews a 

label onto one 

of his Chess 

Club Co. shirts.
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