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When a plane carrying 50 
migrants from Venezu-
ela and Columbia ar-

rived on Martha’s Vineyard 
a month ago, Martha’s Vine-
yard Regional High School 
(MVRHS) students and fac-
ulty volunteered their time to 
translate, set up meals, and 
create a comfortable atmo-
sphere. Senior Maria Sanchez 
Roa was the first student to 
arrive at the high school and 
translate, after a call request-
ing translation assistance. “I 
was eager and 100 percent 
ready to help,” she said.

Senior Laiza Miller heard 
about the migrants’ arrival 
through friends. “I imme-
diately thought, ‘How can I 
help?’” she said. “The major-
ity of my family are immi-
grants, so I know how to help, 
and what they might need.”

When migrants were 
transported from the high 
school to St. Andrew’s Epis-
coal Church in Edgartown, 
volunteers from the high 
school, Martha’s Vineyard 
Community Services, St. 
Andrew’s congregation, and 

other Island community 
members began arranging 
for food, shelter, and transla-
tion services.

Assistant Principal Jer-
emy Light volunteered at 
St. Andrews on Wednesday, 
and said he was shocked 
by how quickly the Island 
community came to the mi-
grants’ aid. “People were [at 
St. Andrew’s] with clothing 
two hours after they arrived. 
There was actually so much 
food that people were told to 
stop bringing more.”

Spanish teacher Erin 
Slossberg believes people 
should be made aware of the 
migrants’ backstories, and 
why many of them made this 
journey in the first place. 
“It’s really important for 
people to understand how 
hard life is for the people of 
Venezuela,” she said. “They 
have a very high poverty 
rate. There’s a lot of food in-
security, there are no jobs — 
so they chose to leave their 
country not because they 
wanted to leave it behind, but 
because they needed to find a 
better opportunity.”

While talking with volun-

teers, many migrants opened 
up about their journeys and 
backgrounds. “One man 
was explaining he lost his 
friend so close to the border,” 
Maria said. “They made 
it through Venezuela and 
Central America, and at the 
end when they were crossing 
a river, his friend drowned. 
The man was overcome with 
guilt. I wanted to comfort 
him. I can’t even imagine 
what that’s like.” 

Slossberg said, “There was 
a woman I checked in with 
whose husband, from what 
I understand, had been at-
tacked about two or three 
weeks prior to their journey 
north. He had his jaw and 
some of his teeth broken. 
There was a heaviness and a 
sadness, and a lot of emotion, 
during just those few hours I 
was there.” 

Members of the Advanced 
Placement (AP) Spanish class 
spent a day out of school 
translating at St. Andrew’s. 
“There was no other logi-
cal thought than we have a 
group of AP Spanish stu-
dents, and translators were 
needed,” said Spanish teacher 

Justine DeOliveira. “We 
spoke with all parents and 
gave families the option of 
letting their students go.”

Students’ aid in translating 
and supporting the migrants 
gained the attention of the 
College Board. The head 
of the AP program, Trevor 

Packer, reached out to Ms. 
DeOliveira to give each stu-
dent a special citation from 
College Board CEO David 
Coleman. Members of the 
College Board will be coming 
into the AP Spanish class on 
Thursday, Oct. 20, to distrib-
ute these certificates. 

Students spent class time 
debriefing about their experi-
ence. An immigration lawyer 
working with the migrants 
came into class to discuss the 
immigration timeline and 
answer questions. 

The arrival of the migrants 
has been covered by many 
publications, and the infor-
mation reported nationally 
varies. Laiza believes some 
of the coverage is inaccurate. 
“The fact that a lot of people 
think we didn’t want [the 
migrants] here, and that we 
tried to kick them out, is just 
disappointing and frustrat-
ing, because that’s not what 
happened,” she said. 

DeOliveira witnessed her 
students playing volleyball, 
sharing laughs, and speak-
ing in Spanish about their 
lives on the Island. 

“It was beautiful and heart-
warming to see these truly 
deep human connections be-
ing made,” she said. “These 
people had just been through 
such tragedy and unimagi-
nable circumstances, and to 
be able to just unplug and 
relax was so meaningful and 
human.”  HSV
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World language teach-
ers Carlos Trindade 
and Daniel Soares ar-

rived on Martha’s Vineyard 
last week with their fami-
lies from Brazil to teach at 
MVRHS. Their first days 
of teaching involved meet-
ing students in person, since 
both teachers started the 
year remotely while the visa 
process was completed. 

Mr. Soares teaches Portu-
guese language and literature 
and Portuguese levels IV and 
V to heritage speakers, stu-
dents who speak Portuguese 
as their first language, but are 

still developing their skills 
in the areas of reading and 
writing. Mr. Trindade, who 
teaches Portuguese levels II 
and III, as well as Spanish, 
to native Portuguese speak-
ers, expressed his excitement 

about being on-Island and 
connecting with students: 
“This is a dream come true 
for me. I feel that the students 
are feeling more confident be-
cause they have someone who 
can understand them.” HSV
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The Martha’s Vineyard 
Striped Bass and Bluefish 
Derby ended on Satur-

day, October 15th. MVRHS 
freshman Lathrop Keene, 
who has been fishing the 
Derby since he was 6 years 
old and fishes out of Men-
emsha, won first prize this 
year in the junior categories 
for shore bonito and shore al-
bie. He also received a pin for 
weighing in a “triple crown”  
— meaning that he weighed 
in all three of the Derby fish: 
albie, bluefish, and bonito. 
Only 55 of the 3,131 Derby 
entrants weighed in a triple 

crown.-Lathrop doesn’t fish 
on school days, but starts 
around 6 am on weekends, 
and stays out for up to 12 
hours.

“I love the adrenaline 
rush when you hook up, 
because you don’t know 
what's on the other side of 
the line,” Lathrop said. 

Lathrop goes fishing 
with friends, and appreci-
ates the connections he’s 
made through fishing that 
carry into the Derby. He said, 
“When you see someone’s 
name on the leaderboard 
and you’ve fished with them, 
you know exactly where they 
caught that because that’s the 
only place they fish.”

Lathrop plans to fish the 
Derby again next year. “I 
would not be myself with-
out fishing,” he said.  HSV

Freshman wins big at Derby 
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Seniors Maria Sanchez Roa and Ianna Oliveira stand with one of 
the migrants from Venezuela. 

LATHROP KEENE

Lathrop Keene holds his 
first-place bonito in the ju-
nior shore-fishing category.
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World language 
teachers Daniel 

Soares, left,  
and Carlos 
Trindade.


