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BY NIKEYA TANKARD AND  
TATE FAIRCHILD-COPPOLETTI

Last summer, Chicken 
Alley Thrift Shop sur-
passed $1 million in sales 

for the first time in its 60-
year history. This uptick in 
engagement can be attribut-
ed to the seemingly sudden 
growth of teenagers who are 
self-proclaimed “thrifters.” 

“Thrifting to me is any 
kind of purchase or con-
sumption of secondhand 
items,” senior Marcos Ro-
drigues said. 

“Beginning in about 2020 
to 2021, people in influen-
tial positions [on social me-
dia] had been [thrifting],” 
said junior Katie Ogden. 
“So a lot of people were 
like, ‘Oh, that’s cool — I’m 
gonna do that too.’” 

Junior Henry Coogan, an 
employee at Chicken Alley, 
said that nearly one-third 
of shoppers are teenagers. 
“Some people go to the 
thrift store because they 
see other people doing it on 
Instagram, but thrifting is 
pretty sick, so why wouldn’t 
they?” he said. 

Junior Huck Moore said 
that he enjoys thrifting 
because it provides an alter-
native to fast fashion. “Fast 
fashion is the large-scale 
making of cheap cloth-
ing products,” said Huck. 
“Developing countries use 
unethical practices like child 
labor to make and sell all 
these products to more West-
ern, or developed, countries, 
in which people don’t really 
know what’s happening [dur-
ing production].” 

Because of the low quality 
and low clothing prices, peo-
ple can buy mass amounts of 
clothing at low cost.

Environmental science 
teacher Heather Lochridge 
added, “Resource depletion, 
labor practices, all the dif-
ferent sides of fast fashion 
can be very damaging.” 

Junior Teagan Gale 
sources over 95 percent of 
his clothing from the thrift 
store, or through hand-me-
downs: “I don’t like the idea 
of buying new clothes. It 
seems like a complete waste, 
and it’s something that I can 
easily cut out of my life.” 

“I really got turned on to 

thrifting once I got educated 
on why it was so much bet-
ter for the environment,”said 
junior Walker Brescia.

Katie brings a different 
perspective to the reason 
teenagers thrift: it’s cheap. “I 
don’t always have $40 on me 
to get one T shirt. Places like 
Chicken Alley are accessible 
because I can get multiple 
T shirts for less than that 
price.” 

Marcos believes the eco-
nomic status of many year-
round families plays a role in 
the popularity of thrifting. 
“I feel like the majority of 
kids [at our high school] are 
middle-class,” he said. “They 
have to be frugal to some de-
gree, so I feel like people are 
more prone to be thrifters on 
the Island.”

Ms. Lochridge said, “At 
this age [teenhood], you’re 
not 100 percent sure what’s 
authentically you, so you 
try out different things and 
different styles. Thrifting is 
an amazing, environmen-
tally and financially sound 
way to do that.”

Students in fashion and 
sewing teacher Tiffiney 
Shoquist’s class are focus-
ing on “upcycling” thrifted 
clothes into new designs, 
building on a passion that 
Ms. Shoquist developed 
when she was a teen. “Some-
thing very compelling to me 
in high school was finding 
old, vintage stuff. I would 
go to the thrift store and try 
to find the weirdest thing I 
could,” she said.

 The gravitation toward 
vintage clothing still re-
mains. Marcos says, “I really 
like those Chilmark Road 
Race T shirts, I’m trying to 
collect them all. The ones 

from the ’90s are really cool.” 
Junior Simon Hammur-

land said, “You can tell if 
people thrift. If you look at 
everyone’s clothes, you’ll see 
that people who thrift have 
an interesting, distinct style.” 

Chicken Alley manager 
Jessica Tartell said, “I think 
that in this younger genera-
tion of shoppers, they don’t 
want to be like everyone 
else. [At the thrift store] you 
can get cool things — thrift-
ing has become cool.” 

Walker said, “You can find 
the best stuff at the thrift 
store. There’s no feeling like 
the feeling after a good day 
at the bins.”  HSV

BY OLIVIA MACPHERSON

Schools around the na-
tion have been grappling 
with a shortage of substi-

tute teachers, and the Mar-
tha’s Vineyard Regional High 
School (MVRHS) is no excep-
tion. This affects not only cur-
riculum and instruction, but 
also teachers and the school 
community as a whole.

In a typical school year, 
the administration would 
expect to have 10 substitutes 
available per day. Currently, 
administrators have two 
substitutes, and are hop-

ing to hire more to assist 
with coverage challenges 
that arise whenever faculty 
members call out sick or are 
absent on medical or family 
leave.

Principal Sara Dingledy 
believes the shortage of sub-
stitute teachers traces back 
to COVID. “For a while, we 
didn’t need subs because we 
were doing all-remote teach-
ing. Then, when we came 
back in the hybrid, it was 
almost impossible to find 
people who were willing to 
work in the school,” she said. 
“Substitute teaching is such 

an optional style of employ-
ment, so people weren’t 
compelled to come in.”

Ms. Dingledy also notes 
that sometimes substitute 
teachers don’t remain in 
their roles long-term because 
they transition into teaching 
roles within the school. “We 
have hired a lot of our subs. 
People who were substitute-
teaching for us ended up 
getting jobs in the school,” 
she said.

Due to the current sub 
shortage, teachers face com-
peting pressures: protect 
their planning time within 

the school day, or help out 
colleagues by covering their 
classes. Some teachers are 
just trying to minimize ab-
sences until the sub shortage 
is remedied.

“Nobody wants to leave 
their students, or their col-
leagues, or the school in a 
lurch,” said history teacher 
Corinne Kurtz. “I think I’ve 
had one day that I called in 
sick, and I felt really bad be-
cause I knew there was a sub 
shortage. I know that many 
of us [teachers] are dragging 
ourselves here when we are 
sick and tired.”

The ability to work re-
motely, through student 
apps such as Google Class-
room, has helped the situa-

tion. When students began 
to return from COVID, mul-
tiple classes without substi-
tutes would be relocated to 
the cafeteria. Two teachers 
would supervise the classes. 
During this time the stu-
dents would complete asyn-
chronous work provided by 
their teachers.

But remote learning prac-
tices can only go so far, ac-
cording to yoga instructor 
Jason Mazar-Kelly, who has 
covered business classes on 
occasion. “From a substitute 
perspective and general 
teacher perspective, when 
you don’t have educators 
who can share knowledge 
with students, then the stu-
dents end up losing those 

opportunities to learn and 
grow [in the classroom].” 

“I do not know what the so-
lution is right now,” said Ms. 
Kurtz. “More pay for subs? I 
don’t know. But education is 
traditionally underfunded, so 
I don’t know what they’re go-
ing to do with this situation.” 

The high school hires 
substitute teachers through 
a variety of avenues: the 
district-wide sub list, an ap-
plication on the MVRHS 
website, and by posting ads 
in local papers. The only 
state requirement is that 
substitutes possess a high 
school diploma or G.E.D. To 
be hired, substitutes should 
also be at least a year or two 
out of high school.  HSV
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Junior Henry Coogan,  
a Chicken Alley employee,  
sorts donations. 

Sub shortage hits high school

Senior Vivian 
Peak browses  

the pants at 
Chicken Alley.


