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BY OLIVIA MACPHERSON

The National Honor So-
ciety (NHS) at Martha’s 
Vineyard Regional High 

School (MVRHS) consists of 
more than 100 students who 
have been inducted for aca-
demic achievement, char-
acter, and a commitment to 
community. While the honor 
society requires a minimum 
of 20 hours of community 
service, inductees are em-
bracing the opportunity to 
serve others. 

Students who have a cu-
mulative GPA of 4.7 are 
invited to apply for mem-
bership. Science teacher 
Caroline Fyler is the NHS 
advisor at the high school, 

and she, along with a coun-
sel of teachers, receives and 
reviews student applications. 

“NHS is a community of 
students who are always go-
ing above and beyond,” she 
said. “I feel like there is really 
a group of students in this 
school who satisfy that crite-
ria. Character is kind of hard 
to score, but it’s basically: Are 
you doing the right things 
when no one’s looking?”

Senior Jack Crawford is the 
current historian of the NHS 
executive council. “We try to 
do two big fundraising events 
a year,” he said. “We’ve been 
working to plan a number of 
community service events in 
our meetings. We’re in the 
process of planning a book 

drive to provide younger kids 
with reading material dur-
ing the holidays. Whenever 
there’s a beach cleanup, for 
example, we are always look-
ing to get five or six people 
from NHS to sign up.”  

Senior NHS member Paige 
Alley said, “I’ve helped out 
at the Food Pantry. There 
are people who volunteer at 
animal shelters. There are 
also NHS members who tutor 
kids in math classes here, so 
[service opportunities] really 
range from anything inside 
of school to outside of school. 
NHS has really pushed me 
to use that extra time that 
I would normally use to sit 
on my phone to go volunteer 
somewhere, to go help out in 

the community.”
One of the other larger 

service initiatives takes place 
on the Saturday of Super 

Bowl weekend in February. 
Due to the stores being busy 
in preparation for the Super 
Bowl, NHS members are 

able to raise and donate a 
large amount of money and 
food donations for the Island 
Food Pantry.

 “Every single one of our 
members will be there,” said 
Dr. Fyler. 

This year’s fall induction 
ceremony was postponed 
due to the active investiga-
tion surrounding the armed 
robbery at Rockland Trust 
Bank and subsequent school 
lockdown. 

“NHS involves a group of 
people who want to excel in 
school,” said Paige, “and they 
want to help out in their com-
munity. They strive to do bet-
ter things. They don’t try to 
take the easy way out. They’re 
willing to work for it.”  HSV

BY JULIA SAYRE  
AND JULIET MORSE 

The crafts and sculpture 
room in Martha’s Vine-
yard Regional High 

School (MVRHS) provides 
a space for students to learn 
and create at any experience 
level, and as of last month, 
features eight new pottery 
wheels that students can use.

Brendan Coogan, called 
“Coogan” by most of his 
students, has been teach-
ing crafts and sculpture at 
MVRHS for the past 11 years. 
“At the root of the class, 
there’s the pursuit of develop-
ing ideas visually, but there’s 
also the craft part, which is 
form and function and how 
things work,” he said. 

Students in crafts and 
sculpture can throw clay 
on a wheel, work by hand, 
as well as undertake proj-
ects that involve wood, 
metal, mixed media, and 
drawing and painting. 
“[Having] space to work in 
a more self-directed way 
enables students to find an 

area they want to explore 
in more depth, and then 
they’re free to follow that 
thread, further deepening 
their interests and pas-
sions,” said Mr. Coogan. 

Senior Clyde Smith, who 
has enrolled in crafts for the 
past two semesters, said, “It’s 
very creative in a way that 

other classes aren’t. When 
I get to crafts, I get to zone 
out and work at my own 
pace. It’s really meditative.”

Crafts class is also un-
weighted, meaning the grade 
does not affect a student’s 
cumulative GPA. “Students 
end up setting their own pace 
and their own agenda for 

what they like,” Mr. Coogan 
said. “It’s really messy, and 
students are free to be a little 
more expressive.” 

The classroom space is also 
available to those who may 
not have room for the full 
course in their schedules. 
“I’ve tried to give students 
more opportunity to try 

what’s in here through flex 
blocks and study halls,” Mr. 
Coogan said. “Students that 
haven’t taken crafts are com-
ing in and learning how to 
throw, so when they do take 
[the course], they already 
have some momentum.” 

Freshman Claus Smith 
was encouraged by his 
brother Clyde to take the 
class. “Whenever I have 
crafts, it’s the main thing I 
look forward to during the 
day,” he said. “It’s a peaceful 
thing for me, and I think 
being able to make pottery 
is such a cool skill to have.”

Mr. Coogan recognizes 
that the process of learning 
how to make pottery isn’t 
linear. “I think it’s amazing 
that pottery is just an exer-
cise, and failure is constant 
until you succeed,” he said. 
“The kids who are willing to 
tough it out and have the first 
100 pieces they throw on the 
wheel fall over and collapse 
usually are rewarded.”

Junior Tegan Gale is one 
of those students. “It’s im-
portant to stick with it,” 
he said. “I went through a 
couple of times where I felt 
like I wasn’t progressing at 
all, but I love crafts class so 

much that I stuck with it. 
Now I’m happy, because I 
feel like I’m noticing every 
day that I’m getting a little 
bit better.”

Crafts is just one option 
in a broader arts depart-
ment that offers courses 
in photography, drawing 
and painting, and design 
and architecture. “A lot of 
schools have art programs 
that cache all the different 
media and disciplines in 
one class. We’re fortunate 
that we have such a robust 
art department, with every-
one teaching a specialized 
subject,” said Mr. Coogan. 
“I think that is pretty rare 
these days in public schools. 
Whereas the arts are usu-
ally cut, they’re well-sup-
ported here.”

In addition to improving 
his pottery skills, Tegan has 
branched out into glasswork 
and woodworking. This se-
mester, he’s also been finish-
ing a quarter-pipe ramp for 
skateboarding. “It’s a super-
safe place in school,” said 
Tegan. “I think it’s helped so 
many kids who don’t thrive 
in the traditional academic 
setting, because they can 
thrive in crafts.”  HSV
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Crafts class fosters eclectic expression
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National Honor Society stresses community values

JOSIE WELCH

NHS seniors Josie Merry, left, and Ella Keene hold bags of trash 
picked up on MVRHS grounds. 

JULIA SAYRE

Junior Tegan Gale, left, and freshman Claus Smith finish their bowls on the wheel  
in Mr. Coogan’s classroom. 


