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Caroline Good

Office of Protected Resources

National Marine Fisheries Service

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Silver Spring, MD

October 30, 2022

Re: Proposed Amendment to the North Atlantic Right Whale Vessel Strike Reduction
Rule

Submitted via regulations.gov Document ID: NOAA-NMFS-2022-0022
Dear Ms. Good,

Vineyard Power Cooperative (VP) — a non-profit renewable energy cooperative on the
island of Martha’s Vineyard and a recognized Community Benefit Organization by the
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) in the Final Sale Notice, issued in the
Federal Register, Vol.79, No 228 on November 26, 2014 and in connection with the
monetary auction that was held by BOEM on January 29, 2015 — appreciates the
opportunity to provide comments regarding the proposed amendments to the North
Atlantic right whale (NARW) Vessel Strike Reduction Rule (VSRR). As a coastal
community situated directly in the migration path of the NARW our community cares
about and deeply understands the importance of the species, and we praise the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association’s (NOAA) commitment to safeguarding
the future existence of the NARW.

At the same time, offshore wind development presents a once in a generation economic
opportunity for our island community. This economic opportunity includes long-term
careers and infrastructure investments on our island. Martha’s Vineyard is poised to
host the first of many offshore wind operations hubs, continuing a lasting maritime
tradition that will be revitalized by offshore wind development while creating a new job
base. The blanket vessel speed restrictions included in NOAA’s proposed amendment to
the NARW VSRR could significantly hamper our community’s ability to contribute to a
blue economy and support operations and maintenance (O&M) infrastructure for
offshore wind farm projects.

We believe strongly that effective species protection for the NARW can be implemented
while advancing offshore wind. Projects with the resources and offshore presence, such
as offshore wind farms, should be given the opportunity to utilize successful monitoring
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tools to ensure the whales have left the area before exceeding the 10 knt speed
restriction. These monitoring technologies will be further developed through their use
by these companies and the overall increase in understanding of where the whales are,
will be a net benefit for the species itself.

Protection of the NARW and responsible development of offshore wind are integral
facets of a wholistic response to addressing the impacts of climate change. Harnessing
the offshore wind resources off the New England coast is an essential step to achieve
the emissions reductions mandated by federal, state, and local laws. And mitigation of
climate change will help to protect the NARW and other marine species from the
changes occurring in our oceans. We need collaborative and innovative solutions that
enable us to harness offshore wind (which brings economic and climate improvement
benefits) harmoniously with protection of the NARW.

Please reconsider the proposed amendment to the NARW VSSR. We would welcome an
opportunity to work with NOAA, BOEM, and offshore wind developers to develop more
tailored measures to achieve the necessary protection for the NARW and continue to
advance the blue economy.

Sincerely,
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Richard Andre
President, Vineyard Power Cooperative
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